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Town  hall  meeting  will  address 
issues  of  our  changing  neighborhood 

2nd  annual  event  will  be  at  the  Roxie  on  June  10 


Day  Laborers  Program  wants 
to  move  to  where  the  action  is 

Proponents  and  opponents  awaitng  a  decision  from  Mayor  Brown 


The  16th  Street/North  Mission 
Neighborhood  Association  is  again 
hosting  a  Town  Hall  meeting  on 
Saturday  June  10. 

The  meeting  is  intended  to  bring  peo¬ 
ple  together  to  look  at  the  neighborhood,  at 
a  time  of  crisis  for  some  and  transforma¬ 
tion  for  others.  Above  all,  participants  will 
be  encouraged  to  take  action  to  make  the 
changes  they  feel  are  necessary  to  preserve 
the  livability  and  special  character  of  the 
community. 

As  new  people  move  into  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  long  term  residents  struggle 
to  stay,  there  is  a  need  for  these  two  groups 
to  find  common  ground  and  resolve  the 
problems  that  they  share  by  living  in  the 
same  densely  populated  urban  setting. 
This  is  one  of  the  few  forums  in  which  that 
dialogue  can  take  place. 

The  ongoing  neighborhood  associa¬ 
tion  provides  the  framework  by  which  the 
ideas  of  residents  and  businesses  put  for¬ 
ward  at  the  town  hall  can  become  a  vital 
part  of  the  North  Mission’s  growth. 

Tire  Association  sponsored  its  first 
Town  Hall  Meeting  last  March,  when 
more  than  200  people  made  their  way  to 
the  Roxie  Cinema  to  take  part  in  what  was 
later  called  “a  rare  example  of  the  lost  art 
of  participatory  democracy.”  People  grap¬ 
pled  with  the  on-going  issues  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood:  crime  and  grime,  affordability 
and  gentrification. 

The  theme  of  this  year’s'  Town  Hall 
Meeting  is  “Building  Community 
Bridges”  with  an  emphasis  on  creating  a 
network  of  people  who  want  to  have  a 


voice  in  the  planning  and  future  of  the 
North  Mission.  The  participants  will  hear 
about  the  good  things  happening  in  the 
neighborhood:  SRO  hotel  rehabilitation,  a 
renovated  youth  center,  and  plans  for  a  ■ 
children’s  park,  a  drop-in  center  for  the 
homeless,  and  the  16th  Street  BART  Plaza 
renovation.  There  will  be  plenty  of  time  to 
talk  about  ways  we  can  take  action  to 
make  positive  activities  happen. 

The  rapid  changes  in  the  North 
Mission  are  monumental  in  scope.  From 
live/work  lofts  to  dot-com  office  space,  the 
impact  on  the  area  is  enormous.  These 
changes  threaten  the  diversity  and  afford¬ 
ability  of  the  neighborhood  while  also  pro¬ 
viding  opportunities. 

The  Town  Hall  meeting  will  be  a  way  * 
for  the  community  to  speak  to  each  other 
about  these  issues  as  well  as  about  their 
dreams  for  the  neighborhood.  Only 
through  active  community  participation 
can  the  North  Mission  create  a  strong 
voice  to  speak  out  about  the  future  of  the 
neighborhood.  All  are  invited  to  come  out 
and  be  part  of  this  voice. 

The  8-year  old  16th  Street/North 
Mission  Neighborhood  Association  con¬ 
sists  of  residents,  merchants,  service 
providers,  and  arts  organizations  in  the 
geographic  area  roughly  bounded  by 
Dolores  and  Folsom,  15th  and  17th 
Streets. 

The  Town  Hall  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Saturday,  June  10,  from  10am  to  I  pm  at 
the  Roxie  Cinema,  3117  16th  Street.  Free 
coffee  and  breakfast  snacks  will  be  served. 
For  more  information  call  (415)  332-5800 
x  116. 


By  Neil  G.  Greene 

For  more  than  four  decades,  day 
laborers  have  lined  Cesar  Chavez 
Boulevard  in  search  of  work.  They 
are  men  who  stand  waiting  for  the  break 
lights  of  a  contractor’s  truck  -  men  who 
return  to  their  homes  or  shelters  in  the 
Mission  after  the  sun  has  set,  and  return 
before  it  has  risea  In  the  past  fifteen  years 
their  numbers  have  decreased  dramatical¬ 
ly,  but  the  controversy  surrounding  their 
welfare  and  care  by  the  city  continues 
without  resolution. 

Under  the  auspices  of  La  Raza  Central 
Legal,  The  San  Francisco  Day  Labor 
Program  successfully  placed  a  leasing  bid 
for  a  new  hiring  station  and  training  center 
at  Cesar  Chavez  Boulevard  and  Shotwell 
Street.  The  program,  presently  located  in 
two  dilapidated  trailers  in  Franklin  Square 
Park,  hopes  to  receive  approval  from  the 
Mayor  for  the  new  site,  as  well  as  an 
increase  in  fiscal  support  for  Day  Labor 
Program  improvements. 

The  proposed  site  on  Cesar  Cliavez 
Boulevard  is  currently  full  of  off-board 
engines,  anchors,  and  boat  hulls  that  point 
to  an  open  parking  lot  on  its  East  Side.  It  is 
an  immense  space  with  high  ceilings,  bay 
doors,  and  a  glass  office  front. 

“The  Caesar  Chavez  site  is  a  perfect 
place  and  structure  for  us  to  have  a  real 
hiring  hall,”  said  program  director  Renee 
Saucedo,  “that  way  day  laborers  could  be 
indoors  and  not  chase  cars  on  the  street.” 
Saucedo  hopes  the  new  site  would  create  a 


venue  where  the  Day  Labor  Program  could 
administer  services  in  a  proper  and  con¬ 
ducive  environment,  offering  job  develop¬ 
ment  training,  weekly  health  services  with 
an  on-site  doctor,  English  classes,  and 
legal  arbitration.  Saucedo  also  foresees  a 
location  where  the  men  could  organize 
into  a  workers  association;  a  place  where 
employers  could  enter  the  labor-site  and 
jobs  could  be  distributed  while  workers 
wait  and  receive  services. 

Despite  what  worker  advocates  deem 
a  perfect  location,  the  Cesar  Chavez  site 
has  met  strong  community  and  individual 
opposition.  Opponents  of  the  relocation 
claim  that  despite  the  laborer’s  nearly  half- 
century  presence  on  Cesar  Chavez 
Boulevard,  the  workers  do  not  belong  in  a 
residential  neighborhood. 

Connie  Weber,  a  nearby  resident  of 
the  proposed  site  recently  collected  over 
100  signatures  of  local  residents  who 
oppose  the  program's  move.  She  contends 
that  the  laborers  should  be  relocated  to  tire 
East  Side  of  the  freeway  in  the  industrial 
and  commercial  sector  of  the  city.  Yet 
labor  adv  ocates  claim  that  placing  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  there  would  once  again  exile  the 
day  laborers  from  the  community.  “It’s 
inconvenient  and  ineffective  for  us  to  be  so 
far  away  from  Cesar  Chavez  Boulevard,” 
said  Saucedo.  “being  in  such  a  large  space 
on  Cesar  Chavez  w  ould  maximize  our  pro¬ 
gram’s  success  potential.” 

Haydee  Valle  lives  on  Cesar  Chavez 
Boulevard  and  agrees  with  other  local  rcs- 
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You  never  know  what  you'll  find 
Especially  if  you  don't  look.  *j> 

With  over  4000  items  arriving  DAILY,  every  day  is  a  treasure  hunt. 
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The  Greatest  Thrift  Store  in  the  World 
www.ThriftTown.com 


Linens  •  Clothing  •  Televisions  •  Collectibles  •  Shoes  •  Jewelry 
=  Draperies  •  Accessories  •  Books  •  Records  •  What-Nots  •  Furniture 
^  Toys  •  Dishes  •  Baby  Items  •  Small  Appliances 


2101  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  861-1  132 

We  accept  personal  checks. 


00 


ANY  $10.00  PURCHASE  OR  MORE 


2101  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  861-1  132 

Not  Valid  With  Any  Other  Promotion  •  Limit  One  Coupon  Per  Customer 
Please  Present  This  Coupon  Prior  To  Purchase  •  Good  Through  July  3 1 ,  2000 


We  accept  personal  checks. 
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City  College  of  San  Francisco 


FREE  SUMMER-SESSION  200  0  FREE 

We’ve  doubled  the  number  of  free  noncredit  courses.  First  noncredit  session  starts  May  30th  and 
ends  June  30th.  Second  noncredit  session  is  July  1st  through  July  30th.  Noncredit  courses  are 
tuition  free.  Enroll  by  attending  any  class  meeting  during  either  session.  Listed  below  is  a  sam¬ 
pling  of  noncredit  courses  offered  during  both  sessions  at  various  campuses: 


Summer  session  2 


Course 

ACE  High  School  Lab 
Arts  &  Crafts  (Older  Adults) 

Basic  Skills  Lab 
Computer  Access  for  Disabled 
Computer  Applications  (Overview) 
Computers  (Intro.,  Older  Adults) 
Computers  (Intro.,  ESL,  Mac) 
Computers  (Intro.,  ESL,  PC) 
Construction  Trades  (Beg.) 

ESL  (Speaking,  Beginning  High) 
ESL  (Listening,  Beginning  High) 
ESL  (Writing,  Inter.  Low) 
Exercise/Relaxation  (Older  Adults) 
Food  Preparation  (Beg.) 

Math  Skills  Lab 
Pre-GED  Preparation 


Days  /Times 

T-Th  8:30-1:30  pm 
Th  1-2  pm 
T-Th  10:30-1:30  pm 
MTh12-4pm 
M-Th  5:30-9:30  pm 
Sat  1  -4  pm 
Sat  8-10:30  am 
Sat  8-10:30  am 
M-Th  8-11  am 
Sat  8-10:30  am 
Sat  8-10:30  am 
Sat  10:30-1  pm 
Th  9:30-11:30  am 
Dailyl  8-1  pm 
T-Th  8:30-10:30  am 
T-Th  10:30-1:30  pm 


Location 

I860  Hayes  St.  208 
1711  Oakdale  Ave. 

1860  Hayes  St.  207 
50  Phelan  Ave.  (Batmale  231) 
1800  Oakdale  Ave.  402 
800  Mission  St.  544 
800  Mission  St.  516 
800  Mission  St.  325 
1400  Evans  Ave.  232C 
800  Mission  St.  319 
800  Mission  St.  318 
800  Mission  St.  319 
6101  Fulton  St. 

800  Mission  St.  (Basement) 
1860  Hayes  St.  207 
1860  Hayes  St.  213 


ins  May  30th  or 

July  1  st 

Pre-GED  Preparation 

T-Th  9-1  pm 

31  Gough  St.  29 

Pre-GED  Preparation 

M-Th  9-12  noon 

106  Bartlett  St.  303 

Pre-GED  Preparation 

M-Th  6-8:30  pm 

106  Bartlett  St.  303 

Pre-GED  Preparation 

Sat  9-12  noon 

106  Bartlett  St.  303 

Read/Write/Math  for  Disabled 

TW  2-7  pm 

50  Phelan  Ave.  (Batmale  231) 

Word  Processing  (Beg.) 

M-Th  8:30-12:30  pm  1800  Oakdale  Ave.  408 

Word  Processing  (Inter.) 

M-Th  8:30-12:30  pm  1800  Oakdale  Ave.  408 

May  30th-June 

30th  summer  session  only 

Course 

Days  /Times 

Location 

Business  Graphics  (Power  Point) 

M-Th  1-3:30  pm 

I860  Hayes  St.  234 

Exercise/Relaxation  (Older  Adults)  W  10-12  pm 

117  Diamond  St. 

Computer  Applications  (Beg.) 

M-Th  12-3  pm 

1 400  Evans  Ave.  223 

Desktop  Publishing  (Beg.) 

M-Th  1-3:30  pm 

1860  Hayes  St.  228 

July  Ith-July  31th  summer  session  only 

Course 

Days  /Times 

Location 

Tai  Chi  for  Health 

TTh  7-9  pm 

1220  Noe  St.  Gym 

For  the  entire  Summer  2000  schedule  of  free  noncredit  courses 
visit  the  CCSF  website  at  http://www.ccsf.org 
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To  the  egress 

I’m  not  going  without  a  fight 


My  name  is  Rene  Yaflcz.  I’ve  been  in 
the  Mission  about  thirty  years  and  now  I 
may  be  losing  my  home. 

I  helped  start  Galena  La  Raza  and 
worked  with  the  Neighborhood  Arts 
Program,  which  facilitated  the  first  murals 
in  the  Mission.  Back  then,  that  was  rede¬ 
velopment.  I  developed  the  concept  of  the 
Mini  Park  at  24th  Street  and  Bryant,  and 
worked  with  the  Galena  for  about  seven¬ 
teen  years.  I  started  Culture  Clash  and  Dia 
de  Muertos  here,  and  worked  with  other 
artists  like  Guillermo  Gomez  Pena  and 
Marga  Gomez.  I’m  still  collaborating  with 
Gomez  Pena  on  the  Brown  Sheep  Project, 
working  with  young  performance  artists 
creating  community.  I  also  teach  in  South 
of  Market,  and  at  New  College.  So,  as  an 
artist,  my  relationship  with  the  community 
has  been  long  and  varied.  I  feel  that  I’ve 
contributed  to  the  community. 

On  my  block  people  are  disappearing. 
I  don’t  know  where  they’re  going;  I  just 
see  the  moving  trucks.  This  isn’t  redevel¬ 
opment  -  it’s  relocation.  It’s  relocation  of 
culture  and  people  from  the  Mission.  One 
day  a  Realtor  knocks  on  the  door  and  says 
the  building’s  up  for  sale  then,  once  it’s 
sold,  you  have  thirty  days  to  move  out.  It’s 
very  shocking. 

San  Francisco  is  creating  a  cultural 
pluralism  and  I’m  seeing  a  type  of  ethnic 
cleansing  of  the  Mission.  There  are  great 
institutions  here  but  the  artists  are  moving 
out;  what  are  these  institutions  going  to 
grow  from  with  less  and  less  artists  able  to 
afford  space?  Does  the  Art  Commission 
have  to  build  spaces  where  artists  can  be 
granted  or  rent  by  the  day  to  create  things? 
What  can  we  produce  in  the  limited  space 
available? 

I’ve  lived  in  the  same  house  for  about 
twenty -two  years.  It’s  a  situation  where  it’s 
been  put  up  for  sale.  There’s  been  all  these 
people  coming  over,  which  is  very  dis¬ 
tressing.  It’s  not  an  eviction  yet.  My 
Landlord  died.  I  really  liked  him;  you 
could  talk  to  him,  and  he  kept  the  rent  low. 
He  could  see  what  I  was  doing  and  he  saw 
the  value  in  it,  but  he  passed  away  and  his 
brother  in  Australia  inherited  the  property. 

My  God-kids,  my  son,  his  mother,  our 
Compadres,  and  myself  live  there  in  four 
units.  Our  Compadres  have  lived  there  for 
about  ten  years.  They  have  three  kids  and 
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it’s  very  difficult  to  find  space  with  three 
kids.  We’re  an  extended  family  -  I  can’t 
imagine  being  separated.  And  what  will 
happen  to  my  garden?  It’s  very  traumatic 

I’ve  been  looking  for  space,  but  it’s 
almost  next  to  impossible... Oakland, 
LA . . . ?  But  even  Oakland  is  getting  expen¬ 
sive.  I  found  places  listed  on  the  Internet  in 
the  Castro  ranging  from  $4,000  to  $1,700. 
I  work  as  an  artist,  and  teaching  kids  who 
are  in  trouble  -  I  don’t  make  a  lot  of 
money,  so  it’s  a  hard  situation.  People  say, 
“reinvent  yourself,”  and  all  that,  but  it’s 
hard,  because  I  also  work  as  a  curator,  try¬ 
ing  to  bring  spirituality  into  the  communi¬ 
ty- 

If  I  have  to  go.  I’ll  go,  but  I’m  not 
going  to  go  without  a  fight.  This  is  cultur¬ 
al  and  economic  apartheid,  where  certain 
people  can  stay  and  others  have  to  go.  It’s 
also  political. 

I  feel  we  don’t  have  a  voice  in  City 
Half  nobody’s  looking  out  for  us  here  in 
the  Mission. 

People  have  to  resist  certain  city  plan¬ 
ning  because  we’re  losing  some  very  pro¬ 
ductive  artists,  whose  contributions  have 
impacted  the  history  of  San  Francisco.  I 


think  the  Art  Commission  should  imple¬ 
ment  policies  that  keep  artists  and  neigh¬ 
borhood  institutions  in  San  Francisco, 


Rene  Yanez  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 

instead  of  driving  them  away.  I  cam¬ 
paigned  for  Brown  based  on  his  pro-neigh¬ 
borhood  rhetoric,  and  I  feel  betrayed. 
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An  opinionated  look  at  recent  skulduggery  by  our  City  Planners 


by  Victor  Miller 

The  Mission  is  being  sucker 
punched,  sold  out  and  sacked.  All 
concerns  about  quality  of  life  and 
affordability  are  trampled  by  the  mob 
headed  for  the  new  dot-com  gold  rush. 
Presiding  over  The  City’s  demise  are  the 
inapdy  named  City  Planning  Department 
and  its  co-conspirator,  the  slavishly  pro¬ 
development  Planning  Commission. 

Several  recent  events  illustrate  the 
extent  to  which  city  government  has 
adopted  a  dot-com  uber  alles  growth  poli¬ 
cy,  turning  all  those  not  in  the  dot-com  fold 
into  second-class  citizens  who  must  either 
hire  high-priced  “facilitators”  to  work 
their  way  through  an  uncaring  and  fre¬ 
quently  hostile  bureaucracy,  or  else  get  out 
of  Dodge.  Justice  is  meted  out  in  unequal 
portions  depending  on  who  you  are,  whom 
you  know,  and  whom  you  pay.  This  is  ele¬ 
gantly  illustrated  by  the  exacting  treat¬ 
ment  accorded  New  Ramize  Flowers,  an 
open  air  flower  shop,  vs.  the  red  carpet  ser¬ 
vice  for  The  City’s  new  movers  and  shak¬ 
ers. 

Hie  BS  Express 

On  May  4,  close  to  150  Mission  residents 
went  to  the  Planning  Commission  in  an 
attempt  to  stop  Bryant  Square,  a  160,000 
square  foot,  four-story  office  project  pro¬ 
posed  for  20th  and  Bryant  Street.  Bryant 
Square  developers,  SKS  Investments,  have 
already  converted  Glen  Linen  Service  at 
18th  and  Shotwell  to  offices,  and  are  in  the 
process  of  constructing  a  300,000  square 
foot  four-story  office  complex  at  16th  and 
Rhode  Island.  Bryant  Square  is  the  most 
destructive  of  their  projects,  since  it  puts  a 
downtown  office  complex  with  an  estimat¬ 
ed  1,000  workers  in  the  middle  of  a  resi¬ 
dential  community. 

Opponents  argue  that  the  Bryant 
Square  project  is  too  damn  big,  would 
demolish  an  existing  live  work  building 
from  which  80  artists  have  already  been 
booted,  wreak  havoc  with  traffic  and  park¬ 
ing  conditions,  and  cause  a  ripple-out 
escalation  of  land  values,  leading  to  the 
displacement  of  untold  numbers  of  busi¬ 
nesses  and  residents.  In  other  words,  it 
flies  in  the  face  of  any  concept  of  respon¬ 
sible  city  planning  or  zoning. 

But  Commission  approval  was  going 
to  be  slam  dunk  for  SKS,  and  everybody 
knew  it.  The  developers  had  courted  a  few 
of  the  Mission’s  non-profit  organizations, 
along  with  the  California  Lawyers  for  the 
Arts,  and  arrived  at  an  agreement  that  gave 
token  space  to  those  organizations  and 
retained  20%  of  the  displaced  artists. 
SKS  could  now  legitimately  claim  Bryant 
Square  had  community  support,  minimal 
and  self-interested  as  that  support  might 
be.  SKS  was  then  ready  to  move  ahead 
with  confidence,  a  confidence  no  doubt 
bolstered  considerably  by  the  $95,000 
contribution  they’d  made  to  the  Mayor’s 
re-election  campaign. 


The  opposition  to  Bryant  Square, 
played  out  in  sweat  lodge  atmosphere  of 
two  overcrowded  hearing  rooms,  was 
fierce  but  also  all  over  the  map,  and  did  not 
give  the  appearance  of  a  cohesive  commu¬ 
nity  with  specific  objectives. 

“While  the.  project  has  a  few  good 
things,  it  does  not  address  the  real  probiem 
of  displacement.  The  Planning 
Commission  should  address  the  issue  of 
displacement,”  Luis  Granados  of  the 
Mission  Economic  Development 
Association  said. 

Eric  Quezada  of  PODER,  an  environ¬ 
mental  and  economic  rights  organization, 
was  more  emphatic:  “This  project  is  a 
vicious  displacement  of  an  entire  commu¬ 
nity.”  Quezada  also  accused  SKS  of  wag¬ 
ing  a  divide-and-conquer  campaign  in  the 
neighborhood.  Oscar  Grande,  also  from 
PODER,  was  acidly  critical  of  the  other 
community  organizations,  Arriba  Juntos 
and  Mission  Language  and  Vocational 
School,  that  had  lined  up  with  the  devel¬ 
oper.  “It’s  so  good  to  see  our  elders,  the 
old-school  leaders,  support  the  project” 
Grande  said  sarcastically. 

Richard  Marquez  of  Mission  Agenda 
opined  that  this  was  a  done  deal  and  the 
hearing  was  just  a  waste  of  time. 
Addressing  SKS,  Marquez  said:  “You 
know,  some  of  us  aren’t  for  sale.  But  I 
want  to  thank  you,  SKS,  because  we  are 
now  organized  better  than  ever.” 

Speaking  for  SKS,  Robert  McCarthy 
defended  his  company’s  attempts  to 
address  the  issues,  but  dismissed  all 
expressed  concerns  with  a  homily  of  truly 
patrician  condescension:  “There’s  nothing 
more  frightening  than  change  is  there?” 

After  a  few  crocodile  tears  from 
Commissioner  Hector  Chinchilla,  the 
Commission  approved  Bryant  Square  with 
a  lone  nay  vote  coming  from 
Commissioner  Dennis  Antenore.  “This 
project  is  going  to  hurt  a  lot  of  people,” 
Antenore  said. 

Plans  are  in  the  works  for  an  appeal  to 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  where  a  2/3 
majority  is  needed  to  overturn  the 
Planning  Commission. 

Tlie  “Egg  of  Gold”  Speech 

Four  days  later,  on  May  8,  the  San 
Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce  held  the 
second  of  its  “Dot-Com  Dialogues.”  The 
purpose  of  these  vigorously -catered,  after- 
work  mixers  is  to  set  up  lines  of  communi¬ 
cation  between  the  old-monied  Chamber 
fat  cats  and  new-monied 
multimedia/Intemet  concerns — f-cats  and 
e-cats.  Evidently,  there  has  been  little 
commingling  among  the  two  groups.  “We 
really  have  no  idea  who  these  people  are,” 
said  one  Chamber  staffer.  After  consider¬ 
able  dialoguing  and  the  consumption  of 
enormous  numbers  of  Swedish  meatballs 
and  asparagus  spears  wrapped  in  ham 
slices.  Planning  Director  Gerald  Green 
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shared  his  unique  vision  of  the  new  civic 
order  with  the  crowd.  The  current  city 
planning  debate  over  dot-com  companies 
centers  on  whether  the  new  buildings  to 
house  them  should  be  assessed  transporta¬ 
tion,  school,  affordable  housing  and  child 
care  fees  just  as  new  downtown  office  con¬ 
struction  must. 

The  multimedia  industry  creates  the  same 
demand  on  The  City’s  transportation  sys¬ 
tem  and  housing  stock  and  should  in  theo¬ 
ry  pay  a  fee  to  mitigate  those  impacts.  But 
many  are  simply  calling  themselves  “busi¬ 
ness  services,”  coming  in  under  the  zoning 
radar  and  paying  no  fees  at  all  (See  “The 
Name  Game,”  New  Mission  News  May, 
2000). 

This  has  not  gone  unnoticed  by  those 
being  run  over  by  rampant  development, 
who  have  demanded  remedial  action. 
They  argue  that  dot-com  buildings  are 
simply  office  buildings  and  therefore  sub¬ 
ject  to  an  annual  limit  on  office  construc¬ 
tion  approved  by  the  voters  in  1986  as 
Proposition  M.  This  interpretation  would 
bring  an  abrupt  halt  to  the  gold  rush. 

Green’s  solution  to  this  dilemma  was 
to  organize  the  dot-commerce  moguls  in 
their  own  defense:  “Within  days  there  will 
be  new  legislation  to  clarify  this,  and  we 
are  asking  these  companies  to  take  an 
active  role  to  support  the  political 
response.”  Green  solicited  the  not-unbi- 
ased  help  of  the  dot-comers  in  determining 
exactly  what  they  were  in  planning  terms, 
and  therefore  how  much  in  fees  they 
should  pay.  “We  need  to  maintain  the 
goose  and  the  golden  egg  that  you  are  lay¬ 
ing,”  Green  said  in  a  bit  of  metaphorical 
muddle.  The  Planning  Department  was 
more  than  willing  to  help,  too:  “Let  us 
know  you  are  coming  through  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  we’ll  kick 
your  permit  up  to  a  senior  level  planner,” 
he  promised.  Growing  more  effusive  as  he 
went  on.  Green  told  the  dot-comers:  “Help 
us  reduce  the  risks  to  you.  Keep  your  eye 
on  the  prize!” 

The  Director  of  Planning,  a  public 
employee,  organizing  a  special  interest 
group  in  the  task  of  tailoring  their  own 
regulatory  legislation,  and  promising  them 
preferential  treatment  seemed  a  jolly  good 
show  to  the  assembled  dialoguers,  who 
responded  with  a  hearty  round  of  applause. 

Judy  West,  a  regular  contributor  to 
this  paper,  who  has  been  hung  up  for  a 
year  by  the  same  planning  department  over 
renovation  of  a  four  unit  building  on 
Potrero,  did  not  share  in  the  general  enthu¬ 
siasm.  West  elbowed  her  way  through  a 
sea  of  grinning  e-  and  f-cats  and  confront¬ 
ed  Green  with  the  inequity  of  his  propos¬ 
als:  “Well,  Gerald,  if  I  rent  to  dot-coms 
instead  of  artists  do  I  get  my  damn  per¬ 
mits?”  she  demanded.  Green  scowled, 
said  nothing  and  retreated  behind  a  dessert 
tray.  Dialogue  is  not  for  everybody. 


Roberta  Aclitenberg,  the  Chamber’s 
senior  public  policy  veep,  when  ques¬ 
tioned  about  whether  the  Chamber  viewed 
dot-comers  as  offices,  business  services  or 
something  else,  responded  with  a  polished 
non  sequitur:  “The  new  industry  has 
brought  many  benefits  but  also  many  prob¬ 
lems.”  Asked  again  what  exactly  these 
new  businesses  were,  Achtenberg  non 
sequitur-cd  again,  saying:  “Development 
should  be  encouraged  in  some  areas  and 
discouraged  in  others.”  Achtenberg 
declined  to  state  where  that  latter  area  was: 
“I  have  tickets  to  see  Tina  Turner.  Bye.” 

(Back  in  the  Mission  that  same  night 
this  writer  had  a  non-dot-com  dialogue 
with  a  local  business  owner  who  s  simply 
trying  to  extend  his  hours  of  operation: 

“I  keep  calling  the  staff  guy  they 
assigned  me  at  the  Planning  Department 
and  he  just  says  he's  real  busy.  It’s  been 
weeks  since  I  heard  anything.  ” 

"You  need  to  pay  a  permit  facilitator 
to  help  them  do  their  jobs.  It's  a  lot  of 
money,  but  otherwise  you  ’re  screwed" 

" That’s  not  right.  What  am  paying 
taxes  for?  ” 

"Because,  if  you  don  1,  they  'll  shut 
you  down  and  put  you  in  jail.  ” 

"Can  you  recommend  one  of  these 
facilitator  guys?  ” 

Shamefully,  I  did.) 


Knock.  knock-IMio’s  there? 

On  May  11,  a  large  contingent  of  Mission 
folks  were  at  the  Planning  Commission 
once  again  to  support  Carmen  Ramirez 
and  her  family,  whose  open  air  flower 
market  at  23rd  and  Shotwell  is  being 
threatened  by  a  jihad  from  an  adjacent 
neighbor  and  a  few  of  his  followers,  who 
saw  New  Ramize  Flowers  as  the  spearhead 
of  a  commercial  takeover  of  their  block. 

At  Commission  hearings,  it  is  nearly 
impossible  to  tell  how  long  items  ahead  of 
yours  will  take,  and  you  can  spend  hours 
just  sitting  around  waiting  your  turn.  It  is 
a  system  antithetical  to  the  participation  of 
regular  working  people  or  heads  of  fami¬ 
lies — the  very  constituency  for  whom  the 
commissioners  are  constantly  and  uncon¬ 


vincingly  professing  their  concern.  It 
does,  however,  provide  those  waiting 
through  the  tedium  with  the  occasional 
serendipitous  revelation  of  wrong-doing. 
Such  was  the  case  of  580  Howard  Street 
which  came  up  just  before  New  Ramize 
Flowers. 

The  owner  of  580  Howard,  represent¬ 
ed  by  his  attorney,  wanted  his  building  to 
be  deemed  eligible  for  transferable  devel¬ 
opment  rights,  arcane  but  eventually  mar¬ 
ketable  commodities.  Before  the 
Commission  could  grant  this  golden  egg 
layer  his  request.  Sue  Hestor,  a  land  use 
attorney  who  has  spent  the  last  few 
decades  knocking  the  planning  department 
upside  the  head,  was  on  her  feet,  full  of  the 
usual  piss  and  vinegar.  Hestor  pointed  out 
that  580  Howard  had  been  developed  as 
live/work  lofts  and,  as  such,  had  not  paid 
any  of  jhe  mitigation  fees  required  of 
offices,  which  came  by  her  to  reckoning 
close  to  $500,000. 

Hestor  had  phoned  nearly  all  of  the  so 
called  live/work  units  and  asked  to  talk  to 
the  head  of  the  household,  and  had  been 
told  in  each  case  but  one  “This  is  an 
office”  or  “This  is  a  business.”  Hestor  had 
drawn  a  diagram  of  the  calls  and  respons¬ 
es,  which  was  projected  on  the  wall  for  all 
to  see.  Many  of  the  respondents  were 
obviously  tech/  multimedia  companies, 
such  as  the  one  named  “Obvious 
Technology.” 

In  a  more  perfect  world  the  President 
of  the  Commission  would  have  shouted 
out.  “Take  that  man  into  custody  !”  and  the 
miscreant  would  have  been  dragged  off  by 
the  bailiffs,  sheriffs,  or  whoever  drags  off 
planning  criminals.  Everybody  else  would 
have  got  up  and  danced. 

But  the  attitude  of  the  commissioners 
was  one  of  puzzlement,  rather  than  outrage 
which  they  were  saving  for  later  on. 
“What  do  you  know  about  this?”  President 
Anita  Theoharris  asked  the  developer’s 
attorney.  “First  I’ve  heard  about  it,”  said 
the  now  slack-jawed  legal  eagle.  “Offices 
are  a  permitted  use  in  that  area,”  piped  in 
the  zoning  administer,  trying  to  helpful. 
But  of  course  that  was  not  the  point  The 
point  was  that  the  commissioners  were 
staring  at  hard  evidence  that  The  City  had 
been  flim-flammed  out  of  $500,000,  and 
were  being  asked  to  bless  this  bit  of 


duplicitousness  by  making  the  venture 
even  more  profitable.  “That  is  a  lot  of 
money,”  commissioner  Larry  Martin 
remarked  in  a  gee  whiz  manner. 


For  a  few  minutes  they  muddled 
along,  trying  to  figure  out  exactly  what 
was  wrong,  trying  desperately  hard  to 
avoid  the  obvious  and  the  implications  for 
the  thousands  of  live/work  units  that  had 
been  built  in  the  last  few  years.  Eventually 
they  fell  back  on  the  old  standby  of  hold¬ 
ing  a  further  hearing  on  the  matter  at  some 
future  date  The  property  owners  attorney 
was  dispatched  with  the  solemn  responsi¬ 
bility  of  investigating  his  own  client  -  the 
honor  system  lives!  The  whole  thing  was 
treated  like  some  gentlemen's  disagree¬ 
ment  or  a  mystery  which  would  be  solved 

Continued  on  Page  6 
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later— which  it  would,  once  the  truth  was 
massaged  out  of  the  situation.  With  a 
Klingon  glee  at  having  drawn  first  blood, 
Hestor  told  the  News:  “I’ve  really  created 
chaos  on  that  project.” 


What  Have  Ml  the  Howen  Done? 

Finally,  the  Ramirez  case  was  heard.  Last 
year  the  commissioners  imposed  condi¬ 
tions  on  the  continued  operation  of  New 
Ramize  Flowers  which  included,  restric¬ 
tions  on  hours  of  business,  and  a  ban  on 
external  lights  and  decorations.  The  hear¬ 
ing  was  to  determine  whether  those  condi¬ 
tions  had  been  met.  Jim  Miller  of  the 
Planning  Department  began  by  listing  a 
series  of  violations.  Miller  came  off  like  a 
prosecutor  reading  an  indictment. 
(Obviously,  Mrs.  Ramirez  had  not  been 
“kicked  up  to  a  senior  planner”).  He  had 
uncovered  major  scandal:  there  were 
external  lights,  there  were  balloons  hung 
on  the  fence,  cars  parked  on  the  sidewalk, 
and  a  variance  that  would  have  permitted 
the  flower  mart  to  take  over  three  parking 
spaces  previously  on  the  lot  had  not  been 
applied  for. 

The  commissioners  grew  furrowed  of 
brow  and  steely  of  gaze.  They’d  finally 
found  a  target  for  their  moral  outrage.  “I 
feel  violated,”  said  Commissioner 
Antenore.  President  Theoharris  was  “very 
disappointed.”  And  Commissioner 
Chinchilla  bemoaned  the  fact  that  his 
“faith  and  trust”  had  been  misplaced. 

The  commissioners  now  morphed  into 
law  and  order  mode.  This  wasn’t  some 
harmless  half  million  dollar  misunder¬ 
standing  like  580  Howard,  or  somebody 
who’d  dropped  a  barrel  of  money  into  the 
Mayor’s  re-election  campaign — this  was 
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Muni  #26,  52,  44,  23 
Easy  Parking 


Special 

Services 

for 

Children 


FAMILY  DENTAL 


Dr.  Elias  Oare§O.D*^jg! 

We  offer  the  following  services  at  low  prices 
•  Porcelain  Veneers  •  Crowns  •  Bridges  •  Cosmetic  Dentistry  •  Extractions 
•  Root  Canal  Therapy  •  Partial  Dentures  •  Teeth  Whitening 


Personable 

Friendly 


V,  to  to  $  to  'Q  to  to  ,fj>  to  to  K  *2  to  to  to 

We  accept  almost  all  types  of  insurance  plans 
Economical  Prices  •  Payment  Plans  Available 


2489  Mission  Street,  Suite  16  (Between  list  &  20tb) 
Open  Evenings  &  Saturdays  •  Se  Habla  Espatiol  282-5340 


lights  and  balloons  and  parking  on  the 
sidewalk,  orchestrated  by  a  politically 
unconnected  immigrant  family.  It  took 
them  three  times  as  long  to  get  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  these  monumental  breaches  of 
moral  order  as  it  did  to  deal  with  580 
Howard. 

The  lights  in  question  turned  out  to  be 
Christmas  lights  put  up  for  the  holiday  sea¬ 
son,  not  flood  lights  or  anything  else  relat¬ 
ed  to  advertising.  Cars  parked  on  the  side¬ 
walk  were,  it  was  pointed  out,  to  be  found 
on  every  side  street  of  the  Mission,  both 

those  with  flower  shops  and  those  without. 
The  balloons  were  hung  for  a  party  after 
business  hours. 

Some  supporters  of  Carmen  Ramirez 
were  furious  at  what  appeared  to  be  a  dou¬ 
ble  standard:  “We  get  500  people  to  sign  a 
petition  in  favor  of  this,  and  last  week  we 
had  hundreds  of  people  here  against 
Bryant  Square — and  we  get  nothing,”  said 
Oscar  Grande  of  PODER. 

Back  again  was  Richard  Marquez, 
who  objected  to  Commissioner 
Theoharris’  contention  that  the  Planning 
Commission  had  “bent  over  backwards”  to 
accommodate  Mrs.  Ramirez:  “You  only 
bend  over  backwards  to  accommodate  real 
estate  speculators  and  dot-com  developers. 
How  ironic  that  the  flower  shop  is  just  5  Zi 
blocks  from  Bryant  Square.” 


Ramirez’  pro  bo  no  attorneys  from  the 
heavy -lifter  firm  of  Heller,  Ehrman,  White 
and  McAuliffe  explained  that  Ramirez’ 
landlady  had  only  recently  agreed  to  apply 
for  the  parking  variance  and  the  permit 
would  be  applied  for  post  haste. 

The  opposition  was  as  lame  and  mean 
spirited  as  in  the  previous  year.  When 
asked  specifically  how  New  Ramize 
Flowers  had  made  his  life  less  -enjoyable, 
Irving  Rosenthal,  leader  of  the  anti-flower 
forces,  revealed  a  previously  undisclosed 
medical  condition:  “I  am  rather  allergic  to 
cars,”  he  said  Almost  all  of  Mrs.  Ramirez 
is  in  walk-in.  James  Windsor  claimed  a 
man  selling  oranges  from  a  truck  in  front 
of  the  flower  shop  was  an  attempt  by  the 
Ramirez  family  to  start  a  produce  market. 


It  was  all  pathetically  silly,  but  the 
commissioners  spent  an  inquisitional  hour 
and  change  on  it.  In  the  end,  the 
Commission  gave  New  Ramize  Flowers 
ninety  days  to  file  the  proper  papers:  the 
pro  bo  no  legal  muscle  could  do  that  in 
their  sleep. 

We  won  one,  but  against  inane  oppo¬ 
nents  and  not  before  being  raked  over  the 
coals.  The  Ramirez  family  has  now  been 
dragged  before  hearings  for  nearly  a  year- 
and-a-half  for  the  dubious  privilege  of  sell¬ 
ing  flowers  from  a  street  comer  lot.  New 
Ramize  Flowers  won’t  speed  down  the 
same  fast  track  as  the  BS  Express  or  lay 
any  golden  eggs  for  the  city  coffers.  It’s 
just  one  family  trying  to  make  a  go  of  it, 
and  for  them  and  most  of  the  rest  of  us  in 
this  community  there’s  obviously  a  more 
stringent,  less  forgiving  set  of  rules  to  fol¬ 
low. 

Never  in  the  history  of  this  greedy  city 
has  the  effect  of  monied  interests  on  the 
principles  of  social  justice  been  more  per¬ 
nicious  than  it  is  today,  thanks  to  the  venal 
servility  of  the  City  Planning  Commission 
before  its  multimedia  masters.  And  the 
Mission  is  in  their  gun  sites. 


A  last  word:  On  May  25,  the  commission¬ 
ers  began  fighting  among  themselves.  In  a 
heated  debate  over  a  live/work  project, 
President  Theoharris,  taking  exception  to 
remarks  by  Commissioner  Antenore  and 
lacking  sufficient  wit  to  respond,  simply 
turned  off  Antenore ’s  microphone.  A  recess 
was  needed  so  everybody  could  cool  off. 
Evidently  the  end  is  near. 
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Bryant  Square:  a  visionairy  concept 


Of  the  many  character  flaws  that 
plague  the  inner-city  poor,  perhaps 
the  most  pernicious,  is  their  inabil¬ 
ity  to  see  the  world  but  through  the  distort¬ 
ing  lens  of  the  piddling  issues  and  petty 
emotions  that  loom  so  latge  in  their  little 
lives.  Take  for  example  the  legions  of 
homeless  Vietnam  veterans  who  occupy 
our  streets,  armed  with  their  sob  stories 
and  begging  cups.  How  sad  that  they  have 
allowed  a  few  stressful  experiences  from 
their  youth  to  color  their  entire  worldview, 
informing  them  not  only  with  a  churlish 
resentment  towards  society  but  with  a  con¬ 
comitant  helplessness  and  proclivity  for 
whining  that  would  embarrass  most 
babies. 

Small  wonder  that  those  of  us  who 
every  day  stoically  suffer  the  stress 
induced  by  today’s  fast-paced  corporate 
lifestyle,  not  to  mention  the  ups  and  downs 
of  the  NASDAQ  index,  are  so  tired  of  the 
sniveling  self-pity  of  these  baby-boomer 
bums. 

Unfortunately,  their  inability  to 
embrace  a  more  global  vision;  to  think  out¬ 
side  the  box  to  which  their  personal  histo¬ 
ries  and  circumstances  have  consigned 
them,  is  quite  typical  of  the  lower  orders, 
and  is  indeed  a  root  cause  of  the  City’s 
social  tensions.  This  is  vety  evident  in  the 
narrow-minded  campaign  being  waged  by 
the  champions  of  Proposition  M,  that 
Draconian  measure  that  puts  a  950,000 
square  foot  cap  on  the  City’s  future. 

Clearly  our  local  activists’  experience 
of  the  corporate  world  is  limited  to  the 
paper-pushing  drudgery  of  menial  temp 
work.  For  how  else  could  it  be  that  they 
behold  the  w'ork  environments  of  the 
City’s  new  e-businesses  (those  wonderful 
laboratories  where  the  Edisons  of  the 
Internet  economy  research  and  develop  tire 
cutting-edge  commerce  solutions  that  will 
revolutionize  the  way  we  shop)  and  see 
nothing  more  than  “olFice  space”? 

A  likewise  restricted  perspective 
afflicts  the  opponents  of  the  exciting  new 


Bryant  Square  complex.  If  only  those  pro¬ 
fessional  activists  who  raise  their  voices  so 
stridently  against  the  “gentrification”  that 
Bryant  Square  will  bring  about  could  grasp 
the  true  meaning  of  that  term.  Their  nar¬ 
row  outlook  on  the  world  precludes  them 
from  seeing  that  gentrification,  as  the  word 
itself  suggests,  is  not  just  the  physical 
improvement  of  a  dilapidated  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  the  timely  displacement  of  its 
less  desirable  residents,  but  a  revival  of 
gentlemanly  values  -  of  sophistication  and 
urbanity,  to  be  sure;  but  also  of  empathy’, 
the  ability  to  transcend  one’s  own  perspec¬ 
tive  and  comprehend  the  viewpoint  of 
another. 

This  was  demonstrated  recently  by 
none  other  than  SKS  Investments,  the 
developer  behind  Bryant  Square,  when  it 
reached  an  historic  agreement  with 
California  Lawyers  for  the  Arts,  one  of  the 
City’s  more  reasonable  non-profits.  Even 
though  SKS’  executives  have  devoted 
their  lives  to  building,  not  office  space,  of 
course,  but  rather  the  woikplace  solutions 
that  are  mission-critical  to  the  productivity 
of  the  new’  digital  elite,  they  nevertheless 
realize  that  their  noble  goals  are  not  shared 
by  everybody  -  that  there  are,  for  example, 
some  people  who  would  rather  spend  their 
time  playing,  like  so  many  kindergartncrs, 
with  paints  and  clay  And  so  SKS  has  most 
generously  permitted  a  small  group  of  our 
local  artists  to  continue  on  at  Bryant 
Square,  in  their  very  own  sensitively 
designed  artists’  compound. 

It  is  probably  too  much  to  expect  that 
these  lucky  artists  will  follow  5>KS’  exam¬ 
ple  and  leam  to  strive  for  a  less  self-cen¬ 
tered,  more  global  perspective.  But  let  us 
at  least  hope  that  they  will  exhibit  appro¬ 
priate  gratitude  to  their  patrons,  detach 
themselves  from  the  coalition  of  petty- 
minded  malcontents  that  for  all  too  long 
has  attempted  to  stall  progress  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  dutifully  fulfill  their 
new  role:  adding  value,  as  a  living  muse¬ 
um  of  the  Mission’s  colorful  past,  to  this 
daring  new  development. 


niman  ranch  natural  burgers,  free-range  chicken 
gardenhurgers,  all  beef  natural  hot  dogs, 
freshly  cut  french  fries, 
double  rainbow  ice  cream  milkshakes 


order  by  phone  415-824-3494 
open  11  to  11  everyday 
807  Valencia  street  at  19th 


coming  to  the  new  san  francisco  international  airport  in  September  2000! 


JUAN  SANCHEZ 


HINT 


NS 

DAS 


This  exhibition  marks  the  first  major  retrospective  of  Juan  Sanchez,  one  of  the 
foremost  Latino  printmakers  in  the  United  States.  Organized  by  the  Jersey 
City  Museum,  the  exhibit  features  serigraphs,  collages  and  mixed-media  works 
on  paper  spanning  this  Nuyorican  artist's  30  year  career.  The  Mexican 
Museum  will  be  the  only  West  Coast  venue  of  I’R/N  1 1  D  CONVIC I  IONS/ 
CONVICCIONES  GRABADAS  and  will  feature  a  thought  provoking 
site-specific,  multi-media  installation. 


THROUGH  SEPTEMBER  17.  2000 


the  Mexican  museum 

Fort  Mason  Center,  Bldg.  D  •  San  Francisco  •  415.202.9700 

Galleries  &  La  Tienda  Open  Wed  -  Sun,  11  am  -  5pm  _ 

$4  Gen.  •  S3  students  &  seniors  134U'.(U 


mission  cultural  center  for  latino  arts 

2868  mission  street«san  francisco,  ca»415  821.1  155 


Celebrations 


June  I7ih  •  DAY  LONG  CELEBRATION! 


END  OF  SEMESTER 

Exhibit  &  Recital 

Celebrating  the  best  in  art,  music,  dance  and  food. 
Showcasing  the  talents  and  achievements  of  our  students! 

2:30pm •  THEATREI  GALLERY •  FREE 

THE  PARTY  KEEPS  on  PLAYIN'.. 


POST-Carnaval 

Video  Party 


Giving  thanks  to  those  who  participated 
and  to  premiere  the  CARNAVAL 
video!  Show,  Music, 

Dance  and  Food! 

JOIN  US! 

6:00pm « 

Gallery* 

$3.00 


Support  m 
Latina/o 

MIS!  ■ 
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Yo's  Sushi  Club  •  695-1799 
The  Voodoo  Lounge  •  285-3369 


2937  Mission  Street 


SUSHI 


RESTAURANT  &  FULL 


BAR 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @21st 
550-0816 

OPEN  EVERY  DAY 
9AM  to  2AM 


Sale  of  School  District  site  ignites 
schoolyard  fight  over  housing 


By  Judy  West 

There  they  go  again,  the  Residential 
Builders  Association  and  Mission 
Housing  Development  have  picked 
another  street  fight  over  who  will  build 
housing  for  the  citizens  of  San  Francisco. 
This  time  the  battleground  is  a  dilapidated 
school  site  on  Mission  St.  between  16th  & 
15th. 

The  SF  Unified  School  District 
(SFUSD)  is  currently  review  ing  two  pro¬ 
posals  for  a  surplus  property'  located  at 
1950  Mission  St.,  one  offered  by  Mission 
Housing  Development  Corporation 
(MHDC),  the  City’s  largest  affordable 
housing  developer,  to  serve,  among  others 
in  need,  residents  displaced  by  the  rehabil¬ 
itation  of  Valencia  Gardens.  The  other 
was  made  by  a  local,  private  developer  and 
RB  A  member  who  claims  he  will  create  as 
much  as  three  times  as  many  units,  a  third 
of  them  set  aside  for  teachers,  but  which 
will  be  more  expensive  to  occupy. 


Mission  Housing  had  been  working 
on  the  purchase  of  this  site  with  SFUSD 
since  1995,  including  it  as  part  of  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  renovate  the  nearby  Valencia 
Gardens  project  at  15th  &  Valencia.  But 
public  property  is  required  to  go  out  for 
public  auction.  When  Mission  Housing’s 
bid  of  $2  million  (the  minimum  bid  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  School  District)  was  out-bid 
by  John  Brennan,  who  eventually  offered 
$3.6  million  for  the  site,  the  political  battle 
began.  In  addition  to  preventing  back¬ 
room  deals  which  could  short  change  the 
public,  laws  regulating  the  sale  of  public 
land  also  provide  non-profit  organizations 
60  days  to  match  the  highest  bid,  which 
MHDC  did  on  April  20. 

Both  proposals  for  the  1950  Mission 
site  are  primarily  rental  projects.  The  pri¬ 
vately  financed  project  proposes  to  create 
as  many  as  180  units  of  new  housing,  of 
which  1/3  or  60  units  will  be  set  aside  and 
made  affordable  to  San  Francisco  teachers 
who  make  between  $30-40,000  per  year. 
The  site  has  a  105  foot  height  limit  which 
allows  for  a  10  story  building,  only  con¬ 
ceivable  near  a  transit  hub  like  the  16th  St. 
BART  station.  The  proposal  by  Mission 
Housing  will  create  60  units,  but  they  w  ill 
be  affordable  to  a  lower  income  level,  and 
only  four  units  are  targeted  to  teachers. 

All  the  units  in  the  privately  financed 
project  will  start  off  as  rental  units  and 
those  set  aside  for  teachers  will  eventually 
be  made  available  to  them  for  sale. 
Brennan  says  the  details  of  how  teachers 
will  qualify  to  purchase  the  units  is  still  in 
the  works,  but  the  School  District  is  work¬ 
ing  on  similar  guidelines  for  a  teacher 
housing  project  in  the  Sunset  District.  The 
remaining  market  rate  units  will  also  be  set 
up  as  condominiums  so  they  could  be  sold 
in  the  future  without  limit  as  to  price  or 
income  qualifications. 


Affordable  for  55  years 

Philip  Duchow,  director  of  public  housing 
at  MHDC  thinks  the  controversy  ultimate¬ 
ly  boils  down  to  which  project  provides 
long  term  affordability,  rather  than  which 
proposal  offers  the  greatest  benefit  to  the 
School  District  “Once  the  teachers  buy 
their  units  those  people  will  be  able  to  sell 
them  for  a  profit  in  the  future”  he  com¬ 
plained,  although  limits  on  future  profits 
are  required  of  projects  needing 
Conditional  Use  Authorization  by  City 
Planning.  Alternatively,  Mission  Housing 
would  retain  ownership  for  at  least  55 


years  ensuring  their  units  would  remain 
rented  at  low  rates  affordable  to  people 
near  the  bottom  of  the  income  ladder. 

Brennan  outlined  another  criticism  of 
non-profit  development  as  follows  “Since 
the  property  would  be  off  the  tax  roles  for 
55  years  if  transferred  to  MHDC,  the  loss 
of  revenue  to  the  City  in  property  taxes 
compared  to  what  our  project  would  gen¬ 
erate  totals  $23  million  dollars,  including 
$1 10,000  per  year  which  would  go  direct¬ 
ly  to  the  School  District.”  From  the  per¬ 
spective  of  the  School  District  the  private 
developer  w'ould  appear  to  offer  more  ben¬ 
efits  to  them  than  MHDC  can  provide. 

Critics  of  affordable  housing  are  using 
this  case  to  argue  that  maintaining  heavy 
subsidies  for  a  few  developers  to  create  a 
limited  number  of  low  income  rental  units 
is  not  necessarily  in  the  best  public  inter¬ 
est,  when  private  developers  can  produce 
more  total  units,  at  a  range  of  prices,  and 
generate  income  to  the  City  as  well.  Is  the 
public  better  served  by  helping  a  few  peo¬ 
ple  at  the  bottom  or  by  helping  more  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  middle?  Not  an  easy  call. 

“The  City  would  generate  twice  as 
much  housing  if  they  encouraged  more 
inclusionary  housing  by  private  develop¬ 
ers.”  said  Curtis  Eisenberger  of  Mariposa 
Development.  Joe  O’Donoghue,  president 
of  the  Residential  Builders  Association 
and  a  voracious  critic  of  subsidized  hous¬ 
ing  claims  that  the  non-profit  developers 
build  housing  at  a  huge  expense  to  the  tax¬ 
payers.  “These  fat  cats  are  not  building 
affordable  housing,  they  are  building  the 
most  expensive  housing  in  the  country  and 
paying  themselves  and  their  friends  fat 
salaries  along  the  way.” 

Duchow  vehemently  disagreed, 
“Everybody  here  is  making  less  money 
than  they  would  if  they  worked  in  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector.  [The  RBA]  may  be  able  to 
build  housing  cheaper  but  they  are  build¬ 
ing  to  maximize  profit.  We  are  building  to 
last  for  the  next  50  years  and  we  have  to 
deal  with  replacement  and  repair  costs  if 
we  use  lousy  construction  methods  or 
materials.  He  can  say  anything  he  wants 
he’s  not  subject  to  public  record  require¬ 
ments  like  we  are.  Our  expenses  are  open 
for  anybody  to  see,  his  aren’t.” 

Teachers,  artists  poor  by  choice 

Low  income  housing  advocates  such 
as  John  Elberling,  the  director  of  a  South 
of  Market  affordable  housing  development 
company  TODCO,  routinely  denounce 
market  rate  housing  projects  as  the  root 
cause  of  rising  rents  in  the  City.  As  a 
leader  in  the  campaign  to  ban  artist 
Live/Work  lofts,  he  argued  last  year 
against  enforcing  the  zoning  laws  which 
give  preference  to  artists,  claiming  that 
artists  were  poor  by  choice  and  did  not 
deserve  any  special  treatment.  This  can  be 
said  for  teachers  as  well  as  artists,  since 
they  also  make  a  conscious  decision  to 
pursue  a  profession  that  will  never  make 
them  rich. 

According  to  Duchow,  MHDC’s  char¬ 
itable  mission  is  to  provide  affordable 
housing  to  those  least  able  to  afford  to  live 
in  San  Francisco,  and  claims  their  project 
will  serve  the  families  most  at  risk  of  hav¬ 
ing  to  leave  San  Francisco.  Others  argue  to 
dismiss  the  mass,  exodus  of  working  peo¬ 
ple  (teachers,  artists,  fire  fighters,  etc.) 
who  enhance  our  community  and  who  are 
also  loosing  their  homes  to  more  affluent 
new  immigrants  is  not  considering  the 
entire  picture  either.  “I  do  not  mean  to  be 
callus  to  the  problems  faced  by  working 
people”  said  Duchow,  “but  that  is  not  the 
mission  of  MHDC”. 
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Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a  special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a  loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs) ,  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

*  For  example,  on  a  loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Reptesentatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  •  415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  •  415/681-5333 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 

Interest  Rate 


BANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 


A  Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  1937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 


KING’S  REFRIGERATION 

Serving  the  Community  for  37  Years!! 

WE  BUY,  SELL  &  SERVICE 


Refrigerators 
Stoves 
Dryers 

19607  Washinfl 

Machines 


2793  16th  Street 

Between  Folsom  and  Harrison 

431-0255 


rITvin 


CASA  VALENCIA 

Furnished  rooms  for  rent 
in  the  sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms.  Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities,  except  telephone. 
Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825. 


A  )l*  HOSPITAL 


A  Tradition  of 
Community 
Healthcare 
in  the  Heart 
of  San  Francisco 
for  128  Years 


Centrally  Located 
with  Available  Parking 

St.  Luke's  Hospital 

Cesar  Chavez  at  Valencia 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

www.stlukes-sf.org 


Comprehensive 
Services  Include: 

•  24  Hour  Emergency 
Department 

•  Medical/Surgical 

•  Maternal/Child 

•  Diabetes  Education 
Program  (ADA  approved) 

•  Mental  Health  Program 

•  Integrative  Center  for 
Culture  and  Healing 

For  More  Information 
Call: 

•  Referral  and  Information 

415-821-DOCS 

(415-821-3627) 

•  Maternity  Information 

415-626-BABY 

(415-626-2229) 

•  Outpatient  Pharmacy 

415-641-6550 

•  Diabetes  Education 
Center 

415-641-6826 

•M.01VI. 

Millennium  Occupational  Medicine 

415-641-6406 

A  private  community 
hospital  accepting 
most  insurance  plans 
including  Medicare 
and  Medi-Cal. 


Cafe  /  Restaurant 

FOOD  &  FANTA5Y  OF  SPAIN 

r  # Home  of  5(h)ANGRI(L)A 
Monday-Thursday:  5:30-10:30  pm  Friday  &  Satuday:  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


431-4069 


CSfeKfe/vTO 


Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  restaurant! 

Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  5-10  pm 
Friday:  11-3  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

262-6667 
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mm  CASH??  NOW?? 

Maxferd's  can  help!! 


USE  YOUR  JEWELRY  AS  COLLATERAL  AND 
GET  IMMEDIATE  CASI  I  LOANS  FROM 
$10  TO  $100,000 

WE  ARE  DIFFERENT  !!!  DARE  TO  COMPARE  !!! 

*  8  MONTH  LOANS  (compare  to  4  months  elsewhere) 

*  NO  INTEREST  CHARGED  ON  THE  FIRST  MONTH 

*  BRING  US  YOUR  ITEMS  FROM  ANY  OTHER  PAWNSHOP 

AND  GET  10%  more  ano  2  MONTHS  INTEREST  FREE 


MAKFE!©'! 


SINCE  ISS4 


H 


Tt  IF  MOST  RFI’UTABI  F  PAWN  SI  IOP  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 

972  MARKET  ST.,  S.F.,  CA  94102 

415-885-1634 

HE  RULES  ANO  REGULATION*  M  STORE 


Affordable  good  vnne. 

Live  music  and  some  of  the  best  lieertenders  m  town 


VALENCIA 


Tfce  Ab4o»»  |n  «  iocmcd  oa  a 
ibm  If  Mil  aad  B-AJLT  Sat. 


When  friends  &  family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve. 


The  An dora  Inn  is  a  fully  restored 
Victorian  Manor  first  built  in  1875, 

located  in. the  heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
richly  intematicyial  Mission  District, 
known  as  one'of  the  most  exciting 
and  colorful  neighboihoods  in  the  City, 
with  wonderful  art  galleries,  murals, 
bookstores/cafes  and  exciting 
new  restaurants. 


Among  the  amenities  you  will  find  ax  the  Inn: 
•  Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 
•  Five  Star  Serta  Mattresses 
•  Color  TV  with  Remote  &  VCR 

(Complimentary  Video  Selection) 

•  AMJFM  Clock  Radios 
•  Free  Local  Calls 
•  Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 
•  Grand  Library  &  Tranquil  Ambiance 


Tours  are  Available  by  Appointment 

Please  phone: 

(415)  282-0337  or  1  (800)  967-9219 

Our  Fax  is: 

(415)  282-2608 

Send  E-Mail  to: 

AndogaSFGaol.com 


Mention  this  ad  for  your 


Neighborhood  Discount!! 


-Sait  ctuvt 


Day  laborers'  supporters  rally  on  Chavez  Street.  Photo  by  LG 


Day  laborers  Continued  from  Page  1 


idents,  who  support  the  relocation  arid ‘feel 
the  workers  need  to  be  brought  indoors. 
“Every  one  is  entitled  to  a  job  and  honest 
living,  but  when  they  eat  and  leave  their 
garbage,  and  use  obscenities  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  well  -eveiyone  is  entitled  to 
work,  but  I’m  opposed  to  the  disrespect,” 
Valle  said. 

Weber  also  voiced  her  concerns  about 
the  men’s  behavior  and  motivations.  She 
claims  that  the  laborers  want  to  hangout, 
and  boast  about  doing  work  that  white  men 
won’t  do.  She  also  believes  the  relocation 
will  exacerbate  traffic  and  parking  prob¬ 
lems,  even  though  there’s  a  parking  lot 
next  to  the  proposed  site. 

Laborer  advocates  point  out  that  in  the 
past  workers  have  voluntary  conducted 
sidewalk  sw  eeps  to  help  clean  up  the  area, 
and  note  that  isolated  incidents  of  individ¬ 
ual  men  using  crass  language  does  not 
warrant  a  decision  inimical  to  the  success 
and  survival  of  the  Day  Labor  Program. 

“It’s  a  minority  group  of  neighbors 
that  oppose  the  Caesar  Chavez  site,”  said 
Saucedo,  “day  laborers  are  part  of  the 
community  too.  Their  work  is  different  - 
not  less  important.” 

On  May  18  the  San  Francisco  Day 
Labor  Program  and  Mission  Agenda  held  a 
solidarity  action  on  Cesar  Chavez 
Boulevard  in  support  of  the  day  laborers. 
Chris  Daly,  a  coordinator  at  Mission 
Agenda,  worked  in  conjunction  with 
Saucedo  and  other  progressive  groups  to 
bring  positive  attention  to  the  laborers. 
Amidst  car  horns  and  cheers  of  support  the 
demonstrators  stressed  the  worker’s  rights 
to  adequate  social  services,  while  drawing 
attention  to  the  threat  and  enhanced  strug¬ 
gle  the  undervalued  workers  face  due  to 
climbing  rents,  shortage  of  affordable 
housing,  and  gentrification.  “They  want 
the  Marina,”  said  Mr.  Daly,  “this  is  not  the 
Marina,  intolerance  will  not  be  tolerated.” 


The  debate  between  labor  advocates 
and  local  residents  is  nothing  new  to  the 
Mission.  The  Day  Labor  Program  has 
always  sought  a  site  where  it  could  provide 
multiple  services  and  has  always  met 
opposition  from  merchants  and  neighbors, 
via  flyers  and  telephone  calls  that  have 
successfully  thwarted  relocation  efforts  in 
the  past.  As  a  result  of  past  opposition,  the 
program  has  remained  in  the  trailers  at 
Franklin  Square  Park. 

Fortunately  the  situation  has 
improved  over  the  years.  In  the  past 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Services 
conducted  area  sweeps  along  Chavez.  Men 
disguised  as  contractors  would  offer  work 
to  the  laborers,  invite  them  into  their  truck, 
and  take  them  away  for  processing.  This 
drew  large  protests  from  members  of  the 
community  who  supported  the  workers, 
yet  despite  the  termination  of  underhanded 
tactics,  day  laborers  remain  literally  on  the 
run  from  groups  that  remain  opposed  to 
their  presence. 

At  present  the  situation  is  at  a  stand¬ 
still  awaiting  final  approval  by  Mayor 
Brown.  Groups  in  favor  of  the  Cesar 
Chavez  relocation  remain  optimistic,  and 
hope  past  election  year  politics  won’t  get 
in  the  way  of  what  they  see  as  a  necessary 
and  logical  step  in  helping  an  undervalued 
and  under-served  population  of  the 
Mission. 

Erika  Roman,  Community  Liaison  to 
the  Mission,  mediated  a  recent  meeting 
between  opposing  sides  at  City  Hall  and 
felt  that  the  meeting  went  very  well  despite 
the  different  point  of  views.  Meanwhile 
both  sides  are  awaiting  the  Mayor’s  deci¬ 
sion  in  the  dark.  All  that’s  known  is  no  one 
knows  what  Mayor  Brown  will  do,  until 
Mayor  Brown  does  it. 

For  more  information  on  the  San 
Francisco  Day  Labor  Program  call  (415) 
252-5375. 


Mission  Camera  Shop 

Black  and  White  develop  and  print  3x5  or  4x6 
with  or  without  borders 

$12.63  24  exp.,  $16.95  36  exp.  one  to  two  days 


f  ^Develop  Only  B/W  Film  (35mm) 

$2.75  (No  prints  or  proof  sheet) 

l  v :  Check  out  our  large  selection  of  black/white  film, 
darkroom  snpplies,  used  cameras  and  lenses, 
assorted  camera  accessories,  color  photofinishing. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  St.  641-8396 

10-5:30  M-F  11-5  Sat 
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Jose  Lerma  Photo  by  Cathy  Apodoca 


Jose  Lerma  retrospective  covers 
a  long  and  distinguished  cafeer. 


By  Gilberto  Osorio 

Seldom  do  we  get  the  opportunity  to 
view  the  different  facets  in  the  work 
of  an  artist  from  our  communit.  This 
is  especially  the  case,  when  the  subjects 
are  as  varied  as  those  of  Jose  Ramon 
Lerma,  that  range  from  abstraction  to  figu¬ 
ration,  and  mediums  as  distinct  as  oils,  col¬ 
lage  and  constructions.  Lerma’s  multifac¬ 
eted  carrier,  which  expands  half  a  century, 
will  be  articulated  as  a  retrospective  at 
Intersection  for  the  Arts,  from  June  14  to 
July  22. 

This  visual  saga  begins  no  less  than 
3,000  miles  across  the  ocean.  It  must  had 
been  past  midnight  as  he  rushed  to  take  his 
combat  post,  hastily  dressing  up  his  gear  to 
protect  himself  from  the  inclement  weath¬ 
er  that  winter  in  the  Korean  peninsula.  To 
his  relief,  the  barrage  of  artillery  that 
awoke  him,  w  as  only  a  show  of  force  and 
not  exactly  an  enemy  attack.  Nevertheless, 
even  in  those  freezing  conditions,  the 
explosions  and  majestic  pyrotechnia  of 
modem  warfare  held  him  in  awe  until  the 
bombardment  subsided.  Suddenly  to  his 
mind,  the  flashing  landscape  became  a 
gigantic  expressionist  painting,  revealing 
in  its  core  the  essence  of  the  teachings  of 
that  post  war  generation  of  artists  at  the 
California  School  of  Fine  Arts,  where 
Lerma’s  education  he  had  been  cut  short 
when  he  was  drafted. 

Bom  in  Hollister  and  raised  in  the 
Salinas  Valley,  Lerma  “couldn’t  but  reflect 
its  luscious  landscapes  in  the  abstrac¬ 
tions.”  Of  Mexican  parents  from  Nayarit, 
he  showed  strong  artistic  affinities  in  high 
school,  catching  the  attention  of  his  art 
teacher  who  helped  him  to  be  accepted  at 
the  subsequently  renamed  San  Francisco 
Art  Institute. 

After  Korea  Lerma  returned  to  his 
studies,  and  his  paintings  began  to  show 
the  canons  of  the  nonobjective  school  that 
prevailed  at  the  Art  Institute  until  the  mid 
fifties;  even  though,  a  strong  neofigurative 
style  had  implanted  itself  with  a  new  gen¬ 
eration  teachers  such  as  Nate  Oliveira. 

Both  schools  would  have  a  lasting 
impact  on  Lerma’s  art  in  years  to  come.  It 
was  Picasso  and  Matisse  who  exerted  an 
initial  influence  in  his  woik,  despite  the 
strong  and  lasting  presence  in  California  of 
the  Mexican  muralists. 

Secure  in  his  approach  to  nonobjec¬ 
tive  and  minimalist  art,  as  he  puts  it,  figu¬ 
rative  art  came  easy  to  him.  In  the  mid 
fifties  Lerma  engaged,  mainly  in  painting, 
in  a  unique  noncompetitive  atmosphere  at 
the  Institute,  with  the  likes  of  Manuel  Neri, 
Luis  Cervantes  and  Ernie  Palomino.  Yet, 


as  many  of  his  generation,  he  developed  a 
lasting  allergy  to  the  heavily  leaded  and 
toxic  oil  paints.  This  misfortune,  and  a 
growing  aw  areness  of  the  political  realities 
concerning  the  war  in  Viet  Nam.  pushed 
him  to  return  to  collage.  Reflecting  on  the 
heavy  bombardment  of  imagery  from 
magazines  and  television,  this  medium 
engaged  him  in  the  very  structured  disci¬ 
pline  of  the  cut  out,  w  hich  served  as  tran¬ 
sition  between  his  abstract  and  construc¬ 
tivist  periods. 

It  is  in  his  collages  that  first  appear  the 
iconographic  symbolism  that  characterizes 
his  later  work.  In  the  late  60s,  this  shift 
begins  to  reflect  the  Chicano  experience 
and,  encouraged  by  Ralph  Maradiaga, 
Lerina  began  collaborating  with  Galena  de 
la  Raza.  Then  in  1974,  his  work  was  fea¬ 
tured  in  the  “Third  World  Show”  at  the 
Museum  of  Modem  Art. 

His  late  constructivist  period  is  loaded 
with  imagery,  which  in  his  eye  relates 
directly  to  his  childhood  and  a  profound 
respect  for  other  artists.  Even  the  persis¬ 
tent  measuring  rulers  that  frequently  adorn 
his  three  dimensional  arrangements, 
denote,  as  he  puts  it,  “the  straight  road  to 
the  essence  of  things”;  reflective  of  the 
measuring  devices  used  to  plot  the  land  on 
the  farms  of  his  native  Salinas. 

Having  grown  up  among  a  communi¬ 
ty  of  now  notorious  artists,  Lerma  also 
engaged  in  collecting,  and  amassed  a 
notable  amount  of  work  dating  to  the  Beat 
Era,  as  well  as  a  substantial  array  of 
Chicano  prints.  Nurtured  in  a  mutually 
supportive  environment,  he  has  subse¬ 
quently  encouraged  colleagues  and 
younger  artist  throughout  his  career. 

A  photograph  of  Lerma  by  Imogen 
Cunningham  show  s  him  inquisitively  star¬ 
ing  at  the  camera.  “I  used  to  bring  her  buy¬ 
ers.  in  those  harsh  years  for  the  photogra¬ 
phers.  She  used  to  be  so  thankful  to  let  me 
choose  whatever  I  wanted  -  that's  how  I 
obtained  her  Frida  Kahlo,”  he  explained, 
as  we  go  through  that  endless  collection. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  retrospective 
shows  such  as  this  are  not  encouraged 
more  in  this  community,  w  hich  has  a  large 
constituency  of  well-established  artists. 
Due  to  the  gallery  space  and  the  range  of 
Lenna’s  production.  Intersection  will  fea¬ 
ture  three  central  stages  of  his  work. 
Abstract  paintings,  collage,  and  construc¬ 
tions.  A  noble  task  for  an  honorable  carri¬ 
er. 


The  Jose  Ramon  Lerma  Retrospective  will 
be  on  display  June  14  through  July  22  at 
Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia 
Call  (415)  626-2787for  more  information. 
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Guilt  by  Being  -  Condemned  Without  Cause, 
a  theatrical  production  directed  by  Fabiola 
Zepeda.  Reception  at  6:30pm.  Show  at 
7:30pm.  $12-20.  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868 
Mission.  Call  821-1155. 

Who  wants  to  be  a  Millionaire?  -  Flay  Loteria, 
meet  interesting  people,  see  great  art  &  crafts. 
Youll  never  go  back  to  Bingo!  7:30-9pm.  Free. 
Artbeat  Gallery,  3266  21st  SL  (between 
Mission  &  Valencia).  Call  643-8721. 


Up  against  the  wall  -  OutDoor  Cinema  pre¬ 
sents  Poto  and  Cabengo,  a  fascinating  docu¬ 
mentary  about  six-year  old  twinswho  invented 
their  own  language.  7-8pm.  Free  bar-b-que.  $7 
cover.  El  Rio  3158,  Mission.  Call  643-3486. 


JWIIW 

jQue-dalante!  -  Opening  reception  for  Towards 
the  Future,  QueLaCo's  10th  annual  exhibit  of 
works  by  Latino/a  queer  artists.  Runs  through 
June  27.  6:30pm.  $3.00.  Mission  Cultural 
Center,  2868  Mission.  Call  821-1155. 

Two-tongued  Tales  -  Bilingual  Storytime. 
AnaMorphic  reads  from  Hero  Twins  by 
Children's  Book  Press.  1:30-2pm.  Free.  Artbeat 
Gallery,  3266  21st  St  (between  Mission  & 
Valencia).  Call  643-8721. 

What's  your  Sign?  -  Hands-on  Workshop 
making  Day  signs  from  Aztec  &  Mayan 
Calendars  with  exhibting  artist  Yanashl.  2-5pm. 
$5  for  materials  -  adults.  Free  for  children. 
Artbeat  Gallery,  3266  21st  St.  (between 
Mission  &  Valencia).  Call  643-8721. 


KIMW 

Over  The  Hill  Music  -  Songs  My  Mother  Sang 
to  Me:  Music  from  Eastern  Europe,  an  intimate 
evening  of  chamber  music.  Features  Dvorak's 
Dumky  Piano  Trio  &  Gypsy  Songs,  plus  the 
Shostakovich  Cello  Sonata  and  more.  7pm.  $8 
Adults;  $5  Seniors  &  Students.  St  Kevin's 
Church,  704  Cortland.  Call  820-1429. 

Feed  the  Stomach,  Fight  the  State  - 

Soupstock  1980-2000  celebrating  twenty  years 
of  Food  Not  Borrtbs.  Music,  speakers,  food, 
street  theater,  dance,  kids  area,  free  skool, 
workshops,  Xtra  Action  Marching  Band  and  the 
Committee  for  Full  Employment  Plus  Fugazi, 
Bonfire,  Madigan,  Tilt!,  Ali  Khan  Band,  Michael 
Franti  (of  Spearhead),  and  Folk  This!  12-6pm. 
Free.  Dolores  Park. 


kill) 


WCPtvCSDAY 

Revolting  dining  -  C.I.S.P.E.S.  Hosts  a 
potluck  dinner,  video  screening  of  El  Salvador 
Not  For  Sale,  and  cross-border  conspiracy 
against  corporate  globalization,  in  solidarity 
with  the  Salvadoran  labor  struggle  against 
World  Bank  privatization  schemes.  6:30pm. 
Donation.  3382  26th  St.  @  Mission.  Call  648- 
8222. 

Breath  Free  -  Lecture:  Stopping  Asthma. 
Homer  Boushey,  MD,  UCSF  professor  of  med¬ 
icine  and  chief  of  allergy  and  pulmonary,  dis¬ 
cusses  how  to  prevent  and  treat  asthma. 
12:10-1pm.  Free.  Room  HSW-300,  Health 
Sciences  West  Building,  513  Parnassus.  Call 
476-4394. 
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Verbalizing  variance  -  Discussion  regarding 
Queer  Art,  featuring  a  panel  of  artists  and  the¬ 
orists.  7-9pm.  Donation.  Mission  Cultural 
Center,  2868  Mission.  Call  821-1155. 
Cantinflicks  -  Cine  Club  continues  its 
Cantinflas  film  series  with  The  Firefighter.  7pm. 
$1.  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission.  Call 
821-1155. 

Condominimizing  -  Signature  gathering  mobi- 
lazation:  No  more  evictions  for  Condo 
Conversions.  Help  SF  Tenants  Union  collect 
over  15,000  John  &  Jane  Hancocks  to  make 
the  cap  on  condo  conversion  evictions  perma¬ 
nent.  11am.  474  Valencia  @16th  St.,  2nd  floor. 
Call  282-5525. 


TlltSW 

Work  it  •  UCSF  Jobs  Open  House  for  Health 
Care,  Information  Technology,  Clerical  & 
Accounting,  and  Health  Research  Fields.  12- 
7pm.  Free.  UCSF  Millberry  Union  Conference 
Center,  500  Parnassus. 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 


"Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  B’ee'r  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  Sf.  @  1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


HOWEVER  LONG  IT  TAKES  till  they  die.  Free 
film  give-away  to  the  first  thirteen  people  who 
pay  their  way  in.  Meet  Mr.  8mm  live  and  in  per¬ 
son.  Show  starts  at  Midnight  66  Sixth  St  @ 
Market. 

Condolences  -  Join  the  grassroots  Condo 
Campain.  SF  Tenants  Union's  Planning 
Committee  needs  your  skills  and  energy.  Help 
enact  legislation  that  will  put  a  cap  on  condo 
conversion  evictions.  6pm.  474  Valencia  @ 
16th  St.,  2nd  floor.  Call  282-5525. 
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Rent  Party!  -  for  Aurora  Grajeda;  A  Day  Late 
and  A  Dolar  Short  Mission  artists,  poets  and 
musicians,  plus  special  guests  and  more.  6pm- 
11pm.  Donation.  Cafe  La  Boheme,  3318  24th 
St  @  Mission.  Call  401-7764. 

Retrospective  -  Screening  of  Oscar  winner 
[Madre  de  Plaza  de  Mayo]  Lourdes  Portillo's 
films.  Some  of  her  best  work  will  be  featured. 
7pm.  $10.  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868 
Mission.  Call  821-1155. 

Document  your  miserable  existance  - 
Journal  making  workshop  by  artist  Yvonne 

Browne.  Fee  $5  for  materials  -  adults.  Free  for 
children  1-4pm.  Artbeat  Gallery,  3266  21st  St. 
(between  Mission  &  Valencia).  Call  643-8721. 

Why  Drink  &  Drive,  When  You  Can  Shop  & 
Drink?  -  Dad's  Martini  Lounge.  Pre-father's 
Day  Sale.  Free  martini's  while  you  shop.  1- 
5pm.  Artbeat  Gallery,  3266  21st  St  (between 
Mission  &  Valencia).  Call  643-8721. 


Hep  Basics  -  Lecture:  Children  &  Hepatitis  A, 
B,  &  C.  with  speaker  Dr.  Philip  Rosenthal, 
Director  of  Pediatric  Hepatology,  Pediatric  Liver 
Transplant  Program  and  Surgery,  UCSF. 
Question  and  answer  session  follows. 
Refreshments  at  6pm.  Program  at  6:30pm. 
Free.  Davies  Medical  Center  (Comer  of  Castro 
&  Duboce).  Call  587-8908.  HCV  Advocate 
website:  www.hevadvocate.org. 

Spirit  catcher  -  Film  Arts  Foundation  presents 
a  sneak  preview  of  the  new  documentary: 
Coming  To  Light:  Edward  S.  Curtis  and  the 
North  American  Indians.  Curtis  chronicled  the 
lives  and  rituals  of  Native  Americans,  produc¬ 
ing  over  40,000  photographs,  10,000  audio 
recordings,  a  full-length  motion  picture  and  a 
twenty-volume  work,  his  magnum  opus,  The 
North  American  Indian.  8pm.  $7  general  admis¬ 
sion.  $6  members.  Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the 
Arts,  701  Mission  @  3rd  St.  552-FILM,  www.fil- 
marts.org. 

Girl  Stuff  -  Lesbian  Health  Issues,  a  discussion 
on  current  issues  in  lesbian  health  including 
access  to  care,  provider  sensitivity,  parenting 
options,  and  cancer  risks,  by  Patricia 
Robertson,  MD,  and  Suzanne  Dibble,  RN, 
DNS,  co-directors  of  UCSF's  Center  for 
Lesbian  Health  Research.  12:10-1pm.  Free. 
Room  HSW-300,  Health  Sciences  West 
Building,  513  Parnassus  Ave.,  UCSF  campus. 
Call  476-4394. 
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Safe  shorts  -  Institute  Familiar  de  la  Raza  pre¬ 
sents  an  evening  of  Berta  Hernandez-directed 
shorts  about  HIV  prevention.  7pm.  Free. 
Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission.  Call 
821-1155. 

Culture  Jam  -  Disrupt  the  media  monster. 
Sabotage:  Public  Art  vs.  Corporate  Power. 
Multimedia  art  show  highlights  work  of  Bay 
Area  guerrilla  artists  &  art  activists.  Free  sten¬ 
cils,  stickers,  and  posters.  8pm.  $5,  no  one 
turned  away  for  lack  of  funds.  ATA  992 
Valencia  @  21st  St.  Call  821-7282. 

City's  best  unknown  underground  -  Secret 
Cinema:  88mmAnnonymous  continues  with  the 
Projection  Project.  A  night  of  cutting-edge  (and 
in  some  cases  cutting  room  floor)  films  for 


KltvW 

I  spy  -  Debut  Presentation  of  Evesdroping  on 
the  Muse,  a  collection  of  poetry  featuring  art¬ 
work  by  Redo.  Some  the  best  poets  of  the  City; 
including  Q.R.  Hand,  Francisco  X.  Alarcon, 
Teresita  Kennett,  Camincha,  Jorge  Arqueta, 
Ruth  Weis,  H.D.  Moe...  will  read  their  work 
from  this  Luna's  Press  publication  at  the  North 
Beach  Street  Fair.  Fair  10am-5pm.  Reading 
2pm  at  the  Poets  Stage.  Free.  Grant  Street, 
North  Beach.  Call  285-7875. 

13 
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Recon-do  -  Signature  gathering  mobilazation: 
No  more  evictions  for  Condo  Conversions. 
Help  SF  Tenants  Union  collect  over  15,000 
John  &  Jane  Hancocks  to  make  the  cap  on 
condo  conversion  evictions  permanent  Also 
Saturday,  17.  11am.  474  Valencia  @16th  St., 
2nd  floor.  Call  282-5525. 


TOW 

Qings  and  Kueens  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gay-Safe 
Latino  Pagaent  2000.  7pm.  $5.  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission.  Call  821-1155. 

Don't  forget  to  Flas  -  Cine  Club  continues  its 
Cantinflas  film  series  with  The  Atomic 
Firefighter.  7pm.  $1.  Mission  Cultural  Center, 
2868  Mission.  Call  821-1155. 

Have  him  bathed  and  brought  to  my  bed  - 

Last  Planet  Theatre  Presents  the  world  pre¬ 
miere  of  John  Wilkins'  tragic  farce,  The  Lament 
of  the  Wolf-Bat,  an  unusual  play  about  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  male  virginity  -  in  1847.  Runs  through 
July  8.  8:30pm.  $20.  Cell  Space,  2050  Bryant 
(between  18th  &  19th  St.).  (510)  845-2687. 
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They're  Baaaaad  -  Fear  And  Other  .  Bad 
Subjects  proudly  celebrates  its  50th  issue  of 
FEAR  with  an  evening  of  videos,  audio,  and 
commentarv.  FAOBS  has  been  •Bad"  since 


•  •  • 


Lanza  •  Redken  •  Nioxin  •  Joico  •  Bain  de  Terre  •  Graham  Webb  • 

Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 


Happy  New  Year. 

We  will  have  gifts  for  all  ocassions 
in  the  new  millennium 

Cuts  &  Styling  *  Color  •  Highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 
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Products  and 
Excellent  Service 
for  Women  &  Men 
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1992,  collectively  editing  and  publishing  this 
'zine  to  educate  for  political  misbehavior. 
Providing  works  free  of  charge  on  the  Web  and 
in  print,  they've  created  arenas  for  dialogue 
intended  to  subvert  compliance  with  social 
orders  that  produce  poverty,  injustice  and  sub¬ 
mission.  The  evening's  presentations  and 
activities  will  center  on  the  topics  of  issue  50: 
Fear  and  Its  Social  Transmission,  The  Politics 
of  Fear,  and  Other  Fears  That  Diminish  Life. 
Fear  not!  Join  in  some  thoughtful  Badness. 
8pm.  $5.  ATA,  992  Valencia  @  21st  Street.  Call 
821-7282. 

ReLoteria  -  Come  back  and  play  Loteria,  meet 
interesting  people,  see  great  art  &  crafts.  You'll 
never  go  back  to  Bingo!  7:30  -  9pm.  Arlbeat 
Gallery,  3266  21st  SL  (between  Mission  & 
Valencia).  Call  643-8721. 

17 _ 
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School's  out  for  Summer  -  semester  show  & 
recital.  An  afternoon  of  music,  dance,  art  and 
very  good  food!!  Come  and  celebrate  the  artis¬ 
tic  achievements  of  MCCLA  students.  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission.  Call  821-1155. 

Thank  You  &  Good-bye  -  Camaval  2000  par¬ 
ticipants  invite  you  to  celebrate  our  great  suc¬ 
cesses  and  to  thank  all  those  involved.  Various 
carnaval  dance  troupes  will  perform.  Also  the 
Camaval  2000  Video  will  be  screened!  A  bene¬ 
fit  in  memory  of  Hank  Tavera.  Music,  dance  and 
spoken  word.  Reception  6pm,  Show  7pm.  $15. 
Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission.  Call 
821-1155. 

Get  Dad  drunk  -  Father's  Day  Party  &  Sale. 
Dad's  Martini  Lounge  serving  free  martini's 
while  you  shop.  Tarot  card  readings  by  Anahid, 
guest  vendors,  masculine  hand  crafted  prod¬ 
ucts  and  scents  by  Mary  Castro,  jewelry  by 
Tony  Hunter  and  more.  Be  sure  to  bring  Dad.  1 
-  5  pm.  Artbeat  Gallery,  3266  21st  SL  (between 
Mission  &  Valencia).  Call  643-8721. 

19 _ 
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La  hostia  -  Emmy  Award  winning  Yaelisa  and 
Caminos  Flamencos  Dance  Company  per¬ 
forms  Ritmos,  a  passionate  series  of  flamenco 
explorations  highlightinh  the  evocative  inter¬ 
play  between  dancer,  singer  and  muscian. 
Featured  guest  artists  include  dancers  Raul 
Salcedo,  from  Mexico  City,  and  La  Meira,  New 
York.  8pm.  $18.  ODC  theater,  3153  17th  SL  @ 
Shotwell.  Call  863-9834. 


20 _ 
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Is  there  a  cure?  -  Brown  Bag  Lecture,  Cancer 
Vaccines.  Stanley  PL.  Leong,  MD,  UCSF  pro¬ 
fessor  of  surgery  at  the  Comprehensive  Cancer 
Center,  will  examine  whether  these  treatments 
can  fulfill  their  promise.  12: 10-1  pm.  Free. 
Room  HSW-300,  Health  Sciences  West 
Building,  513  Parnassus  Ave.,  UCSF  campus. 
Call  476-4394. 
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Pluged  in  -  Brown  Bag  Lecture,  Wiring  the 
Brain.  The  mechanisms  of  nerve  growtti  and 
guidance  in  vertebrates,  as  told  by  Marc 
Tessier-Lavigne,  PhD,  UCSF  professor  of 
anatomy,  biochemistry  and  biophysics,  and 
investigator,  Howard  Hughes  Medical  Institute. 
12:10-1pm.  Free.  Room  HSW-300,  Health 
Sciences  West  Building,  513  Parnassus  Ave., 
UCSF  campus.  Call  476-4394. 


22 _ 
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Is  Garcia  Lorca  Well?  -  The  Last  Kiss:  The 
Assaination  of  Garcia  Lorca.  Written  and  acted 
by  Luis  Oropeza.  8pm.  $10.  (also  Friday,  June 
23).  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission 
Call  821-1155. 


Cineflas  -  Cine  Club  continues  its  Cantinflas 
film  series  with  Your  Excellency.  7pm.  $1. 
Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission.  Call 
821-1155. 

23  _ 
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Precolumbian  Beginnings  -  Cultural  presen¬ 
tation  by  Sean  Lavaon  Nash  &  Brad  Terry  on 
the  Popol  Vuh,  "Hero  Twins  the  Maya  story  of 
creation.'  7-8pm  Reception,  meet  the  artist 
Yanasl.  8-9pm  presentation.  Artbeat  Gallery, 
3266  21st  St.  (between  Mission  &  Valencia). 
Call  643-8721. 

24  _ 
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Be  a  Crab  -  Cancer  Birthday  Party.  Have  your 
free  birthday  cake,  and  eat  it  too!  All  Cancers 
get  FREE  goody  bag,  raffle  ticket  &  10%  off 
ArtBeat  purchases.  Non-Cancers  get  free  raf- 
floe  ticket  with  ArtBeat  or  Vendor  purchase. 
Astro  readings  by  David  at  special  price.  Bring 
your  Twin,  Family  &  Friends  to  help  celebrate. 
5pm.  Raffle  drawing  -  must  be  present  to  win. 
Artbeat  Gallery,  3266  21st  St.  (between 
Mission  &  Valencia).  Call  643-8721. 
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Everybody  like  Banana  -  Special  event: 
Banana,  an  electrifying  dance  event  for  gay 
men  and  their  friends,  featuring  Latin,  Soul,  Hip 
Hop  and  House  Dance  music.  8pm.  El  Rio 
3158,  Mission.  643-3486. 


28 _ 

YftDVtSW 


Speak  Up  -  Cultural  Support  Meeting  -  Open  to 
the  public!  Get  involved  with  your  local  Cultural 
Center.  6pm.  Free.  Mission  Cultural  Center, 
2868  Mission.  Call  821-1155. 


Sclero-Skanky  -  Brown  Bag  Lecture, 
Scleroderma:  Mysteries  and  Myths.  What 
causes  the  skin  to  turn  hard  and  shriek?  Kari 
Connolly,  MD  lead  investigator  in  the  UCSF 
scleroderma  research  lab,  covers  what  we 
know  and  what  we  don'L  12: 10-1  pm.  Free. 
Room  HSW-300,  Health  Sciences  West 
Building,  513  Parnassus  Ave.,  UCSF  campus. 
Call  476-4394. 

Omioing  Theater 

Left-Overs  are  still  Hot!  -  Left-Overs:  the  Ups 
&  Downs  of  a  Compulsive  Eater,  a  entertaining 
and  insightful  original  theater  piece  about 


Sakit.  Solo  Exhibit  of  local  painter  David  Lyle, 
skilled  in  many  styles  of  painting  and  sculpture, 
from  abstract  to  found  object  assemblage. 
Runs  through  July  1.  Culture  Clash  Gallery, 
731  Florida.  Call  642-2360. 

OHM  fltiW,  16 

Summerland  -  Opening  Reception  7pm-12am. 
Six  San  Francisco  artists  working  in  a  variety  of 
mediums,  each  with  their  own  distinct  vocabu¬ 
lary,  employ  the  do-it-yourself  ethics  of  art  exhi¬ 
bition  by  showing  in  one  of  the  Mission's  rapid¬ 
ly  disappearing  warehouses.  Exhibit  runs 
through  July  1  54  Julian  Ave  (between  14th  & 
15th  and  Mission  &  Valencia.  Call  703-0334. 

Ongoing 

mtvcsm 

Same  Sex  Salsa  -  Free  same  sex  Dance 
Class,  6:30-7:30.  Live  Flamenco  Dance  perfor¬ 
mance  with  Yaelisa  &  Caminos  Flamencos  Co. 
Show  at  8pm.  Followed  by  DJ  Ron  spinning 
Latin  House,  R&B  and  Funk  10pm.  No  Cover. 
El  Rio,  3158  Mission  Street.  Call  282-3325. 

Air  your  dirty  laundry  -  Diamond  Dave's  open 
mic  spoken  word  salon  with  featured  poets. 
Brain  wash  Cafe.  Call  864-3842. 

Art  Beat 

GALLERY  &  GIFTS  l 

3266  -21st  Street  J 

(off  Valencia)  643-5721  Tel/fx  )oe$ui.  • 


•  •  •  •  •  ArtBeat  June  Calendar  •  •  •  •  • 
OUTDOOR  LOTERIA  TABLES  •  7:30-9pm,  FRI.  JUNE  2nd  &  16th 

SAT  •  JUNE  3  •  Bilingual  Storytime  Reading  ••  1:30  to  2pm 
AnaMorphic  will  read,  from  Hero  Twins .  Childrens  Book  Press 

AZTEC  &  MAYAN  CALENDAR  WORKSHOP  ••  2  to  5pm 
by  Artist  Yanasl  ..  Materials  fee:  $5,  Free  for  children! 

SAT  •  JUNE  10  •  Journal  Making  Workshop  ••  1  to  4pm 
by  Artist  Yvonne  Browne  ..  Materials  fee:  $5.  Free  for  children! 

DAD'S  MARTINI  LOUNGE.  PRE  FATHERS  DAY  SALE  ••  2  to  5pm 
Enjoy  a  free  martini  while  you  shop 

SAT  •  JUNE  17  •  FATHERS  DAY  PARTY  &  SALE  ••  1  to  5pm 
Free  martinis  for  Dads.  Special  guest  vendors.  Tarot  Readings 
Time  as  Art.  originally  designed  clocks  by  Steve  Hurst 


Open  Tues-Thur.  12  noon-7pm  Fri-Sat:  12-9pm  Sun-Mon:  12-7pm 

Secured  public  parking  across  the  street,  MUNI.  BART,  bike  &  wheelchair  accessible 

email:  a rtbeatsf<9)ju no.com  Toll  free  mall  order  #  1-600-233-5136 


women  and  weight  in  America  is  back  by  pop¬ 
ular  demand.  Hosted  by  Thuick  Description,  a 
co-production  of  Theatre  Residencies,  Inc. 
Runs  through  July  1;  Friday  and  Saturdays 
only,  8pm.  $20.  $15  for  groups  of  five  or  more. 
Seating  limited.  Thick  House,  the  Goodman 
Building2, 1695  18th  SL,  Potrero  Hill.  Call  826- 
6505. 

Come-Close:  a  Dance,  Sight  &  Sound 
Experience  With  Patricia  Jiron: 
Choreography,  TEST:  visual  performance 
aspect,  Sangre:  live  music  &  sound.  8pm.  $10- 
15.  Ftuns  through  June  7.  Dance  Mission,  3316 
24th  SL  @  Mission.  Call  826-4401. 

Wine  *  Cheese  Opportunities 

opck/5  rm,  i 

PrettyTown  -  Queer  Americana  in  San 
Francisco  Part  One.  Opening  Reception  7  - 
11pm  with  DJ  Jonathan  Living  Seaskull  and  DJ 
Drastic.  Artists  Cari  Campbell,  Xylor  Jane, 
Darin  Klein,  Tony  Meredith,  and  Marc 
Swanson.  Exhibit  runs  through  June  30.  ESP, 
305  Valencia.  Call  252-8191. 

OPCtvS  2 

Voyuer  Retro  -  the  Monochrome  Series  - 

Opening  Night  party,  7pm,  with  Band  "Ramah 
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©  Business  slow? 

Advertise! 

in  the  New  Mission  News 

Call  Jane  Dixon 
(415)  826-2320 
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$Kxe@Kow1togbu1!.com 


Gay  Pride  Celebration 

Celebrate  with  us  after  the  parade 
Sunday  June  25 
Special  Gay  Pride  Show 
With  Uva  Luna  5pm 


Mr.  And  Miss  Gay  Latino 
2000  Contest 

Friday,  June  16  9pm 


ESTA  N€CHIE 

3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET 
BETWEEN  MISSION  &  VALENCIA 


INC. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
415/861-5757 


Glikshstern  wins  bar  fight  suit 

After  less  than  two  hours  of  deliberation  a 
San  Francisco  jury  rejected  a  civil  suit 
against  Pete  Glikshtem  for  assault  and 
civil  rights  violations. 

Glikshtem,  owner  of  Liquid,  a  16th  Street 
nightspot  got  into  a  fight  with  three  Latino 
men  in  front  of  his  bar  in  January  1997. 
Witnesses  described  the  three  men  as 
drunk  and  abusive  and  said  one  of  them  hit 
Glikshtem  with  large  buckled  belt. 
Glikshtem  claimed  he  merely  defended 
himself  from  an  attack  by  three  assailants 
two  of  whom  he  hit  with  a  crowbar  and 
knocked  to  the  ground.  (For  a  full  account 
see  New  Mission  News,  April  2000,  "A 
nasty  incident  on  16th  Street  leads  to  civil 
suit  and  accusations  of  racism") 

In  their  lawsuit  Fredy  Parra,  Pablo 
Parra  and  Jorge  Sosa  claimed  Glikshtem, 
when  he  ejected  Fredy  Parra  from  Liquid 
earlier  that  evening,  made  racist  comments 


and  threatened  Parra  with  a  gun.  The 
plaintiffs  were  unable  to  produce  any  evi¬ 
dence  Or  independent  witnesses  to  sub¬ 
stantiate  their  story,  which  was  self  contra- 
dictoiy  on  several  points.  Their  attorney 
Enrique  Ramirez  has  appealed  the  verdict 
and  requested  a  new  trial.  A  decision  on 
the  appeal  is  expected  by  the  middle  of 
June. 

Glikshtem  expressed  both  relief  at 
being  exonerated  and  anger  at  what  he 
regarded  as  an  ordeal  driven  by  a  worth¬ 
less  lawsuit "  I  feel  good.  It’s  been  some¬ 
thing  that’s  been  hanging  over  my  head  for 
two  years.  I’m  pissed  as  Hell,  as  anybody 
would  be  and  I’m  going  to  have  my  day  in 
court,"  he  said  indicating,  future  legal 
action  against  his  accusers  and  their  attor¬ 
ney. 

So  it’s  not  over  until  it’s  over  and  in 
San  Francisco  it’s  never  over. 


American  Gypsy 

Last  month,  190  films  from  all  over  the 
world  were  screened  at  the  43rd  San 
Francisco  Film  Festival.  Director  Jasmine 
Dellal’s  American  Gypsy:  A  Stranger  in 
Everybody's  Land  won  the  Golden  Gate 
Award  in  the  category  of  Best 
Documentaiy.  There  are  over  one  million 
“Gypsies”  (or  Romi  as  they  call  them¬ 
selves)  in  the  US,  yet  many  are  unaware  of 
their  presence  and  know  little  or  nothing 
about  their  way  of  life. 

DellaTs  award-winning  film  explores 


Filmmaker  Jasmine  Dellal 
spans  the  course  of  five  years,  and  focuses 
on  one  family’s  alienation  in  a  strange 
world  where  “Gentile”  laws  are  forced 
upon  them.  Patriarch,  Jimmy  Marks,  fights 
for  civil  rights,  dignity,  and  in  defense  of 
his  Rom  culture. 

American  Gypsy:  A  Stranger  in 
Everybody’s  Land  screens  at  the  Roxie 
Cinema  Friday,  June  2,  through  Thursday, 
June  8,  nightly  at  6pm,  8pm  and  10pm, 
Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Wednesday. 
Matinees  at  2pm  and  4pm.  Call  863-1087 
for  more  information.  (From  Mario  Joel 
and  Cynthia  Newton) 


Visit  Good  Vibrations,  the  Bay  Area’s 
“clean,  well-lit  place”  to  buy  sex  toys,  books  and  videos. 


•women-owned  and  operated  -friendly,  knowledgeable  staff 
•wide  selection — from  educational  to  erotic 


Good 

Vibrations 


San  Francisco 
12 10  Valencia  Street 

(415)  974-8980 


Berkeley 

2504  San  Pablo  Ave. 

(510)  841-8987 


Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I  lam-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I  lam-8pm 


www.goodvibes.com 


-800-BUY-VIBE 


Pacific  Academy  of  Homeopathy 

Learn  the  Art  of  Homeopathy 


(  Two  and  Three  Year  Professional  Training  Programs 
(  Introductory  Seminars 
(  Resource  Center 

1199  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  415.458.8238  pahm@slip.net 


New  Mission  News 


JUNE,  2000  15 


Theater  Camp  for  Kids 

The  year ,  Marsh’s  Growing  Stage  presents 
Summerfun  Theater  Camp  for  Kids  ages 
five  through  thirteen.  The  two-week  ses 

sions  explore  creativity  through  Drama, 
Dance/Movcment,  Art,  and  Script  Writing. 
Happy  campers  will  engage  in  theater 
games  and  meet  cool  special  guests.  An 
original  performance  created  and  starring 
Camp  participants  will  be  staged  during 
two  end-of-session  presentations. 

This  is  a  great  way  for  your  child  to 
learn  cool  new  activities  and  skills,  while 
participating  in  a  safe  environment  with 
other  kids.  Session  I  begins  June  19  and 
ends  July  1,  and  Session  II  begins  July  3 
and  ends  July  15.  Parents  are  encouraged 
to  register  ASAP  because  space  is  limited 
and,  well,  let’s  face  it  -  Math  Camp  sucks! 

Pick  up  Registration  forms  at  The  Marsh, 
1062  Valencia  Street,  or  call  (415)  826- 
5750  x2,for  more  information. 

Streetside  Stories 

Sixth  grader  Sabina  Hatipovic  was  bom  in 
Bosnia,  speaks  three  languages,  and  goes 
to  Everett  Middle  School.  Eighth  grader 
Robert  E.  Lee  III  was  bom  in  San 
Francisco,  loves  basketball,  and  attends 
Benjamin  Franklin  Middle  School.  Sabina 
and  Robert  have  never  met,  but  they  will 
now  have  the  chance  to  know  each  other 
through  their  stories,  which  are  published 
in  Are  We  There  Yet?,  an  anthology  of 
SFUSD  middle  school  students’  stories 
released  last  month. 

Are  We  There  Yet?  is  the  ninth  annual 
anthology  published  by  Streetside  Stories, 
a  local  non-profit  that  goes  into  SFUSD 
middle  school  classrooms  to  conduct  inno¬ 
vative  two-week  storytelling  and  literacy 
programs.  Each  of  the  600  students  who 
participated  in  this  year’s  workshop  wrote 
and  edited  his  or  her  own  story.  Are  We 
There  Yet?  Is  a  collection  of  stories  of 
trips,  travels,  and  journeys  written  by  mid¬ 
dle  school  students  from  five  different  SF 
public  schools. 

The  Streetside  anthology  is  available  at 
Modern.  Times  bookstore,  888  Valencia 
Street.  For  more  information  contact 
Streetside  Stories  at  (415)  864-5221. 
(From  Elena  Gardella) 

24th  San  Francisco  International 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Film  Festival 

Over  150  programs  from  around  the  world 
will  be  screened  at  the  24th  SF 
International  Lesbian  &  Gay  Film 
Festival.  Punks,  the  debut  feature  by 
Patrik-Ian  Polk,  will  open  the  Festival  on 
Thursday,  June  15,  at  the  Castro  Theatre. 
Set  in  West  Hollywood,  Punks  stretches 
the  genre  of  the  urban  gay  romantic  come¬ 
dy  by  portraying  a  diverse  and  completely 
black,  gay  world.  Following  the  premiere 
of  Punks,  the  Festival  will  present  its 
Opening  Night  Gala  under  the  stars  at  the 
Absolut  Pavilion. 

Special  Program 

The  SF  International  Lesbian  &  Gay  Film 
Festival  celebrates  the  newest  and  best  of 
Spanish  queer  cinema.  Gay  Images  in 
Spanish  Films,  a  collection  of  films  and 
videos  curated  by  Alberto  Calero  Lugo 
that  explores  the  flourishing  representation 
of  homosexuality  in  recent  Spanish  cine¬ 
ma,  continues  the  Festival’s  tradition  of 
bringing  the  best  queer  cinema  from 
around  the  world  to  San  Francisco.  The 
program  includes  7  new  features,  includ¬ 
ing  3  North  American  Premieres,  and  a 
program  of  significant  short  films,  all  from 
Spain. 


schedule  is  available  online  at  .  For  the 
latest  information,  call  the  Festival 
Hotline  at  (415)  703-8663. 

t 

Call  lor  Entries 

If  you  don’t  like  any  of  the  films  we’ve 
written  about  so  far  -  make  your  own!  The 
Film  Arts  Festival  of  Independent  Cinema, 
Northern  California’s  celebrated  annual 
showcase  of  locally  produced  media,  seeks 
films  and  videos  of  all  lengths  and  genres 
for  its  16th  edition.  Everything  from  fea¬ 
tures  to  documentaries  to  experimental 
shorts  will  be  screened  in  this  moving 
image  extravaganza  which  opens 
November  1,  2000,  at  the  Roxie  Cinema 
and  various  other  San  Francisco  locations. 

The  Film  Arts  Festival  occupies  a 
unique  place  in  the  film  festival-rich  SF 
Bay  Area  environment.  Through  its  con¬ 
tinued  support  of  the  independent  film- 
making  spirit,  the  Festival  is  a  likely  to 
show  works  by  old  veterans,  as  it  is  that  of 
young  upstarts.  Each  year  the  films  and 
videos  come  together  to  create  a  five-day 
snapshot  of  the  artistic  and  social  concerns 
of  Northern  California’s  diverse  and  influ¬ 
ential  filmmaking  community. 

Send  Submissions  to  Film  Arts 
Foundation,  364  Ninth  St.,  2nd  floor,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94103.  Deadlines:  Early 
($10)  June  16,  Final  ($15)  July  7.  Contact 
Liz  Canning,  Festival  Director,  at  (415) 
552-8760. 


Eavesdroping  on  the  Muse 

This  year  at  the  North  Beach  Street  Fair, 
Luna’s  Press  will  debut  their  latest  collec¬ 
tion  of  poetry.  Eavesdroping  on  the  Muse, 
featuring  some  the  best  poets  ever  to  pass 
through  this  City,  and  classic,  animated 
drawings  by  the  artist  Redo. 

Existing  fans,  and  the  undiscovered 


ears,  can  hear  these  giants  of  poetry  read 
their  work  at  the  Poets  Stage,  at  2pm  dur¬ 
ing  the  North  Beach  Street  Fair,  which 
takes  place  June  10  &  11,  from  10am-5pm, 
along  Grant  Street  starting  at  Columbus 
Ave. 

For  information  about  Evesdroping  on  the 
Muse,  call  285-7875. 


The  24th  San  Francisco  International 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Film  Festival  runs  from 
June  15  to  June  25,  at  the  Castro  Theatre, 
Roxie  Cinema  and  Victoria  Theatres  in 
San  Francisco.  The  complete  Festival 
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Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
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fries  &  onion  rings 

-  Open  every  day 
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STOP  LEADING 
THE  SINGLE  LIFE 


When  you  choose  single  serving  containers,  a  lot  more 
garbage  goes  to  the  landfill.  And  out  of  every  dollar  you 
spend,  10  cents  pay  just  for  packaging! 

So  try  a  change  of  lifestyle.  Avoid  excessively  wrapped 
products  and  buy  the  largest  size  you  can  use. 

Save  Money  and  the  Environment  Too 
by  Preventing  Waste! 


For  more  waste  prevention 
tips  call  the  San  Francisco 
Recycling  Program  or 
visit  our  website. 


sfrecycle.org 

(415)  554-RECYcle 
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Voo-dude  Tommy  Basso 

Makin’  some  Hoodoo  at  the  Voodoo 


By  Elizabeth  Ashford 

There’s  some  good  mojo  being  con¬ 
jured  up  over  at  The  Voodoo 
Lounge,  a  newcomer  to  the 
Mission’s  ever-expanding  selection  of  hip 
late  night  crawls.  A  combination  bar  and 
sushi  joint,  the  place  also  offers  live  enter¬ 
tainment  and  an  urban  rockabilly  aesthetic 
that  everyone  from  skateboarders  to  dot- 
comers  should  find  appealing. 

Proprietor  Tommy  Wayne  Basso  is  a 
third-generation  SF  bar  businessman.  His 
father  owns  Noe’s  at  24th  and  Church;  his 
grandfather  ran  a  number  of  SF  watering 
holes  over  the  years,  including  Cloud 
Seven,  the  Driftwood,  and  The  Mating 
Place.  Basso  spent  eight  years  working  for 
his  father  before  striking  out  on  his  own 
with  The  Voodoo  Lounge,  which  opened 
December  27.^ 

Yoshi  Fujita  oversees  Yo’s  Sushi 
Club,  the  Voodoo  Lounge’s  culinary  com¬ 
ponent.  Fujita,  a  Tokyo  native,  brought  his 
sushi  know-how  to  San  Francisco  17  years 
ago,  and  has  worked  at  a  number  of  local 
restaurants  including  Diamaru  Sushi  and 
Gadeno. 

The  two  hooked  up  when  Basso  real¬ 
ized  the  bar’s  liquor  license  required 
accompanying  food  service.  “Sushi’s  my 
favorite  food,”  says  Basso,  “so  I  asked  the 
owner  of  Hamano  Sushi  to  find  an  excel¬ 
lent  chef  for  me.  I  actually  already  knew 
Yoshi  and  his  work,  so  it  was  a  great  coin¬ 
cidence.” 

Fujita ’s  menu  emphasizes  traditional 
sushi,  and  he’s  not  shy  about  his  disdain 


3  3422  25th  Street  (off  Mission) 
X  415*920*8964 

H"  www.thumbsupmarbles.com 


for  trendier  concoctions.  “Americans 
always  want  new  combinations,  like  the 
49er  rc!l  (avocado  and  marinated  salmon). 

My  focus  is  on  traditional  Japanese  food.” 
Sushi  aficionados  shouldn’t  worry',  though 
-  the  California  Roll  is  still  on  the  menu. 

The  Voodoo  Lounge’s  decor  is  a 
bricolage  of  urban  cool.  Orange  racing 
flames,  the  kind  you’d  find  adorning  a  vin¬ 
tage  muscle  car,  decorate  the  black  walls, 
which  are  further  bedecked  with  skate¬ 
boards  and  Bebe  boutique  posters  featur¬ 
ing  those  sexy  postmodern  pin-up  girls. 
An  antique  wooden  bar  dominates  one  side 
of  the  room,  and  Fujita’s  open  kitchen 
fines  the  other.  Old-school  vinyl  booths  are 
available  in  back,  for  groups  or  anyone 
needing  a  little  more  privacy.  The  ceiling 
is  soundproofed  with  black  egg  crate,  as 
Basso  plans  to  get  entertainment  and 
dancehall  licenses  (There  were  a  few  live 
shows  in  the  beginning,  before  City  Hall 
called.).  Live  shows  are  on  the  near  hori¬ 
zon,  but  no  final  dates  have  been  set. 

Not  that  entertainment  options  are 
limited;  Voodoo  Lounge  patrons  can  test 
their  skills  at  the  bar’s  pool  table  or  video 
games,  catch  some  TV  time  over  a  beer,  or 
watch  Fujita  work  his  magic  in  the 
kitchen.  The  place  features  a  full  bar,  with 
twelve  beers  on  tap,  and  hot  or  cold  pre¬ 
mium  sake. 

Basso  is  a  natural  host,  with  the  easy¬ 
going  banter  of  a  longtime  bartender  and 
the  enthusiasm  of  a  new  business  owner. 
When  he’s  not  at  the  bar,  he  works  as  an 
EMT  and  is  the  single  father  to  a  12-year 
old  daughter.  It’s  obvious  that  the  Voodoo 
Lounge  is  a  natural  reflection  of  Basso’s 
style  and  friendships;  the  Bebe  posters 
were  gifts  from  a  friend  who  works  at  the 
boutique,  the  skateboards  were  donated  by 
a  local  Mission  skatesliop.  “I  wanted  to 
design  a  place  where  everyone  would  feel 
comfortable,  whether  they’re  a  musician, 
an  artist,  or  in  high-tech,”  says  Basso,  “and 
so  far,  the  feedback  from  everyone  has 
been  great.” 

Business  has  been  good,  too.  In  spite 
of  nearby  Valencia  Street  competition 
from  We  Be  Sushi,  Fujita  has  had  to  hire  a 
second  sushi  chef  to  meet  the  weekend 
rush.  The  Voodoo  Lounge  has  also  been 
gaining  in  reputation  as  an  excellent  place 
for  birthday  parties  and  large  groups  to 
relax  without  the  usual  Mission  bar  crush 
(attention  June  babies!).  And  as  it’s  just 
down  the  block  from  Doc’s  Clock,  Beauty 
Bar  and  26  Mix,  the  Voodoo  Lounge 
should  fit  in  nicely  with  the  Mission  Street 
social  shuffle. 


The  Voodoo  Lounge,  2937  Mission  Street, 
is  open  5:30pm  -  2am.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (415)  285-3369.  Yo’s  Sushi  Club 
can  be  reached  at  (415)  695-1799. 
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Philosophy  of  do  things  well  rings  the  bell 

3  Ring  deserves  the  flagship  position  on  Valencia  Street's  Restaurant  Row 


By  Jane  Datightery 

he  flagship  position  on  Valencia 
Street  Restaurant  Row  is  flying 
high  with  3  Ring  Restaurant,  a  des¬ 
tination  definitely  worthy  of  its  spot  at  the 
comer  of  21st  Street.  The  restaurant  offers 
a  California  take  on  Southern  French 
cooking,  which  means  the  food  is  not  too 
light,  not  too  heavy,  well-seasoned  and 
very  close  to  “just  right.” 

The  owner,  Hal  Adler,  is  often  around 
to  welcome  you,  and  the  pure  joy  he’s  hav¬ 
ing  is  hard  to  miss.  Adler  is  from  Brooklyn 
(more  about  that  later)  and  has  a  simple 
philosophy:  “Do  things  well.”  He  started 
in  the  restaurant  business  nearly  14  years 
ago  in  Nyack,  New  York,  as  a  line  cook  at 
a  deli,  and  knew  he’d  found  his  life’s 
work.  After  working  at  various  restaurants 
on  the  East  Coast,  and  graduating  near  the 
top  of  his  class  from  SUNY  in  1991,  he 
eventually  found  himself  in  San  Francisco 
at  the  legendary  Fly  Trap.  He  worked  Iris 
way  up  to  managing  partner  there,  and 
solidified  ltis  dream  of  operating  his  own 
restaurant. 

Executive  Chef  Keith  Handlesman 
has  a  succinct  and  direct  approach  to  the 
food  he  offers:  “It’s  all  about  flavor.”  His 
path  to  3  Ring  has  an  ironic  twist. 
Although  he  started  on  the  East  Coast, 
Handlesman  began  his  career  at  Sonoma 
Restaurant,  in  Westchester  County,  New 
York.  We  can  only  wonder  if  he  knew  then 
that  Northern  California  was  waiting  for 
him.  He,  too,  realized  early  on  that  cook¬ 
ing  was  his  passion  and  attended  the  pres¬ 
tigious  Culinary  Institute  of  America  He 
cooked  in  restaurants  m  New  York  City 
and  Europe  and  upon  his  return  to  the 
states,  immediately  landed  a  position  at 
French  Laundry  in  Yountville. 
Handlesman  was  also  an  integral  part  of 
the  team  that  opened  San  Francisco’s 
Mercury  Restaurant. 

At  3  Ring,  Adler  has  created  a  setting 
with  a  soft-toned  mural,  draped  fabric  and 
gentle  gold  tones  prevailing.  It’s  hip,  but  a 
sweet  sort  of  hip.  The  food,  oh,  la-la,  the 
food!  There  are  six  set  appetizers,  and  a 
soup  du  jour.  We’ve  personally  sampled 
the  grilled  marinated  shrimp  with  veg¬ 
etable  risotto  cake  and  lime  vinaigrette, 
and  the  flavors  and  textures  make  the  dish 
add  up  to  mote  than  the  sum  of  its  parts.  A 


dining  companion  had  the  spring  onior 
and  young  garlic  tartlet,  a  dish  orchestrat¬ 
ed  with  gruyere,  leeks,  red  bell  pepper 
coulis  and  chive  oil.  However,  the  soup  is 
worth  another  word.  This  writer  judges 
restaurants  on  their  sauces  and  soups  - 
that’s  where  the  chef  really  struts  his  or  her 
stuff. 

If  you’re  with  a  group,  somebody 
should  definitely  go  for  the  soup.  And 
should  you  be  there  when  they’re  doing  a 
mushroom  reduction  with  truffle  oil,  drop 
everything  and  have  some.  You  may  want 
it  for  dessert,  too.  Simple  ingredients  well 
reduced,  perfectly  balanced,  and  rich. 

The  entrees  include  a  pasta  du  jour, 
which  may  or  may  not  be  vegetarian,  and 
two  definitely  vegetarian  dishes.  There’s  a 
spring  vegetable  risotto  and  a  stuffed  egg¬ 
plant  and  goat  cheese  gratin,  with  roasted 
red  bell  peppers  and  couscous.  There  are 
two  chicken  preparations;  one  offers 
sophistication  and  the  other  provides 
warm  comfort.  The  former  is  a  crusted 
breast  with  a  wild  mushroom  cregc,  and 
mushroom  jus.  The  latter  is  a  chicken  pot- 
au-feu  for  two,  which  is  a  w  hole  chicken 
with  assorted  baby  vegetables  -  for  only 
$21!  There  are  two  seafood  dishes,  salmon 
and  paella,  a  roasted  leg  of  lamb  that  is 
hearty  and  totally  balanced  with 
caramelized  shallot  peppercorn  sauce  and 
oven-roasted  potatoes.  If  you  order  the 
seared  breast  of  duck,  you’ll  be  surprised 
first  at  how  much  duck  there  is,  and,  as  a 
companion  noted  -  there  are  two  kinds  of 
duck  (Peking  and  Long  Island?)  and 
whichever  this  one  is,  it’s  the  better  kind. 
Rounding  out  the  entrees  are  a  cassoulet 
and  a  steak. 

The  Brooklyn  reference  in  the  first 
paragraph  is  about  one  of  the  desserts:  you 
guessed  it—  cheesecake.  The  buzz  is  that 
this  is  the  best  cheesecake  in  San 
Francisco.  3  Ring’s  version  has  a  choco¬ 
late  crumb  crust  and  is  served  with  a  blue¬ 
berry  sauce.  What’s  in  between  is  pretty 
much  the  perfect  cheesecake.  If  you’ve 
had  cheesecake  in  Brooklyn,  you’ll  know 
what  that  means.  If  you  hav  en’t,  well,  just 
trust  me. 


3  Ring  Restaurant,  995  Valencia  @  21st. 
Reservations:  415.821.3210.  Serving  din¬ 
ner  every  night  and  brunch  on  weekends. 
Wheelchair  accessible,  free  validated 
parking. 
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M.O.M.  Cares 

St.  Lukes  new  program  serves  the  community’s  diverse  workforce 


By  Elizabeth  Ashford 

As  the  number  of  businesses  grow  s 
in  the  Mission,  a  new  program  at 
St.  Luke's  Hospital  has  been  creat¬ 
ed  to  provide  occupational  injury  treat¬ 
ment  for  nearby  workers.  The  seven 
month-old  Millennium  Occupational 
Medicine  (M.O.M.)  program  is  helping  St. 
Luke’s  too,  by  generating  important  rev¬ 
enue  for  San  Francisco’s  last  private  hos¬ 
pital 

M  O  M.  opened  its  doors  in  October 
1999  and  currently  partners  w  ith  over  300 
San  Francisco  businesses,  most  of  them 
within  a  three-mile  radius  of  the  program's 
1580  Valencia  Street  headquarters. 
M.O.M. ’s  sendees  are  split  between  pre¬ 
vention,  education  and  treatment  pro¬ 
grams,  including  on-site  vaccination, 
drug-testing  and  safety -evaluation  sendees 
for  businesses,  in  addition  to  a  range  of 
diagnostic  and  emergency  sendees. 

The  program  was  developed,  says 
M.O.M.  Medical  Director  Clint  Potter, 
M.D.,  in  response  to  the  Mission’s  need 
for  diverse  occupational  medical  sendees. 
“The  workforce  here  ranges  from  industri¬ 
al  to  high  tech,  so  w  e  need  to  provide  med¬ 
ical  sendee  for  the  whole  gamut  of  w  ork¬ 
place  injuries.  Our  patients  are  as  diverse 
as  their  work,  and  we  work  hard  to  accom¬ 
modate  their  linguistic  and  cultural  differ¬ 
ences.”  St.  Luke's  employees  speak  over 
28  languages  to  accommodate  a  patient 
population  that  is  39%  Latino  and  13% 
Asian. 


Benefits  to  Business  and  to  M.O.M. 

"Beyond  a  healthy  workforce,”  says 
Potter,  "M.O.M.  saves  businesses  money.” 
Emergency  treatment  through  M.O.M. 
costs  employ  ers  one-third  less  than  tradi¬ 
tional  ER  sendee.  The  program  also  tracks 
patients  from  their  first  visit  to  their  last, 
decreasing  the  likelihood  that  their  injury' 
will  get  lost  in  the  shuffle. 

"M.O.M.  minimizes  wait  and  treat¬ 
ment  time,  which  contains  employers’ 
costs,”  says  Zoe  Robinette,  M.O.M.’s 
Marketing  Representative.  Expedited 
treatment  and  regular  follow-up,  explains 
Potter,  also  "decreases  the  likelihood  of 
long-term  disability  and  time  away  from 
w  ork"  For  businesses,  this  translates  to 
lower  workers  comp  and  greater  produc¬ 
tivity. 

“We’ve  used  M.O.M.  for  our  employ¬ 
ees’  medical  care  since  the  clinic  opened, 
and  we’re  really  pleased,”  says  Jennifer 
Reber,  Occupational  Health  Program  man¬ 
ager  for  the  San  Francisco  Newspaper 
Agency.  “We  have  about  1,000  workers, 
and  M.O.M.  has  been  very'  responsive  both 
in  meeting  their  needs,  and  communicat¬ 
ing  w  ith  our  administration.” 

M.O.M.  also  benefits  St.  Luke’s 
which  has  struggled  to  maintain  its  budget 
in  the  face  of  big-business  healthcare. 
Since  being  founded  in  1871,  St.  Luke’s 
has  functioned  as  a  charitable  hospital, 
providing  healthcare  to  low-income  S.F. 
residents  in  the  Mission,  Bayview, 
Visitation,  Ingleside  and  Daly  City  neigh¬ 
borhoods.  In  1999,  St.  Luke’s  brought  an 


Arriba  Juntos 

Tech  n»l«gy 
Center 

Office  Skills  Training:  Word 
Processing,  Spreadsheets, 
Internet,  Windows  95/98 
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the  Internet  (in  Spanish) 


Free  computer  access  during 
drop-in  hours 


Orientations  for  Computer  Training 
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Call  for  details! 

Computer  Training:  487-7830 
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Job  Information  Center 
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1850  Mission  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 


MOM’s  team. 

antitrust  lawsuit  against  California  Pacific 
Medical  Center  (CPMC)  and  its  parent 
company,  Sutter  Health  System,  claiming 
the  HMO  has  cost  St.  Luke’s  $3  million  in 
lost  revenue. 

While  the  for-profit  M.O.M.  helps 
pay  the  bills,  say  administrators,  the  hospi¬ 
tal’s  mission  hasn’t  changed.  “We’ve  been 
caring  for  our  low-income  neighbors  for 
129  years,”  says  Robinette,  “The  only 
thing  that’s  changed  is  the  cost  of  provid¬ 
ing  this  care.  M.O.M.  brings  in  money  so 
that  we  may  continue  in  our  primary  mis¬ 
sion.” 

One  Stop 

M.O.M.  bills  itself  as  S.E’s  occupational 
medicine  one-stop-shop,  offering  busi¬ 
nesses  preventative  medical  screenings, 
physical  examinations  and  health  educa¬ 
tion  seminars,  in  addition  to  acute  injury 
and  emergency  services.  The  clinic  also 
brings  several  services  directly  to  employ¬ 
ees,  including  alcohol  and  drug  screening, 
immunization  and  workstation  ergonomic 
evaluations. 

As  SF’s  high-tech  boom  brings  mote 
light  office  industry  into  the  Mission,  the 
clinic  is  seeing  an  increase  in  demand  for 
treatment  of  repetitive  motion  injuries, 
such  as  carpal  tunnel  syndrome.  The  clinic 
is  branching  out  into  more  repetitive  injury 


treatment,  specifically  hand  and  upper 
extremity  injuries.  M.O.M.  tackles  heavy 
industry  injuries  as  well. 

Potter  emphasizes  that  the  program  is 
committed  to  treating  all  workers.  “Many 
non-resident  patients  have  concerns 
whether  their  residency  status  will  affect 
their  care.  We’re  not  cops,  and  our  goal  is 
to  never  penalize  the  patient.  If  there’re 
any  issues.  I’ll  work  those  out  with  their 
employer.” 

M.O.M.  is  open  to  anyone  covered  by 
workman’s  compensation,  whether  or  not 
his  or  her  employer  is  affiliated  with  the 
program.  Under  federal  law,  injured  work¬ 
ers  may  go  outside  their  healthcare  net¬ 
work  after  30  days  if  they  are  dissatisfied 
with  the  treatmerlt  they’ve  received. 
“Anyone  can  come  in,  after  those  30  days 
have  passed,  for  a  second  opinion,  treat¬ 
ment,  or  more  information  on  their  condi¬ 
tion,”  says  Potter,  “It’s  their  legal  right.” 

Although  it’s  over  a  century  younger 
than  St.  Luke’s,  it  sounds  like  M.O.M.  is 
right  on  track  with  this  hospital’s  charita¬ 
ble  healthcare  mission. 

Beginning  June  15,  M.  O.M.  will  be  extend¬ 
ing  its  hours  to  7am  -7pm.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  M.O.M.,  call  (415)  641-6406  or 
email . 


would  you  buy  fish 
from  just  anybody? 

Probably  not...especially  after  you  visit 
Mission  Market  Fish  &  Poultry. 

Family  owned  and  operated  in  the  Mission  District  for  22  years, 

Bob  still  buys  fresh  local  fish  early  each  morning.  We  cook  fresh 
crab  right  on  the  premises,  and  are  happy  to  clean,  crack, 
butterfly,  slice,  or  fillet  your  selections  just  the  way  you  like  them. 
And  don't  forget  to  check  out 
our  wide  selection  of 
California-grown  poultry. 

2590  Mission  Street 

San  Francisco  (415)282-3331  fish  &  poultry 
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Satanic  static 

Editor 

Your  address  was  given  to  boycott 
Silicon  Satan,  but  I  must  say,  after  reading 
his  column,  he’s  pretty  damn  hilarious. 
Maybe  the  joke’s  on  me;  not  falling  into 
the  category  of  “digital  elite,”  but  rather 
“starving  SF  student,”  but  he’s  got  great 
style  and  biting  sarcasm.  I  could  almost 
smell  the  reek  oozing  out  of  those  geriatric 
$200/month  studios. 

SF  is  no  different  than  any  other 
place.  If  you  can’t  afford  to  live  here,  it’s 
common  sense  that  you  go  someplace  else. 
SF  residents  on  public  assistance  live  in 
condos  across  the  street  from  me  -  stand¬ 
ing  in  their  doorways  all  day  long,  waiting 
for  the  first  of  the  month.  Funny,  I  go  to 
work  and  they’re  still  there  when  I  get 
home.  No  one  talks  about  that  and  how 
they’re  not  living  under  rent  control,  but 
pretty  much  rent-free...  and  still  complain¬ 
ing 

Rebekah  L. 


Editor, 

I  must  say  that  you  almost  had  me 
going  there  for  a  moment.  For  just  a  sec¬ 
ond  I  thought  that  Silicon  Satan  meant  his 
column  to  be  taken  seriously,  but  then  I 
realized  that  this  was  in  fact  a  brilliant 
satire.  It  was  an  entertaining  caricature  of 
the  greedy  soul-free  little  dotcom  runts 
that  are  littering  and  destroying  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  Mission 

Unfortunately  I  am  afraid  that  his 
satire  may  have  been  overtaken  by  reality. 
There  are  in  fact  many  in  the  Reagan  gen¬ 
eration  that  may  really  feel  this  way.  I  so 
hate  it  when  irony  is  overtaken  by  fact.  Ah 
well,  a  tribulation  of  the  modem  world. 
And  once  again  I  salute  Silicon  Satan's 
entertaining  spoof  on  the  miserable  avari¬ 
cious  silicon  life  forms  that  are  populating 
our  fair  city. 

TimK. 

Water,  water,  everywhere 

Editor, 

I  read  your  article  in  the  New  Mission 
News  entitled  “Building  for  disaster”.  I 
live  right  in  that  area.  I  thought  you  would 
be  interested  to  hear  that  they  say  the  same 
“water  filling  the  basement”  problem 
occurred  last  year  with  ongoing  renovation 
of  the  Women’s  Building  located  at  18th 
Street  between  Guerrero  and  Valencia  For 
months  they  were  pumping  water  from 
that  building  out  onto  the  street.  According 
to  what  was  taken  as  accurate  by  tte 
neighbors,  when  they  did  the  renovation, 
lots  of  water  was  filing  up  the  basement. 

Yours  truly,  Gregory  Dillon 
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MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 

Conspiratorially  yours 

Editor, 

On  December  13,  1997,  10  day s  after 
tire  election  fraud  lawsuit  was  filed  chal¬ 
lenging  the  results  of  the  June  3,  1997 
election  concerning  the  49er  stadium-mall, 
there  was  a  mysterious  fire  in  Bayview- 
Hunters  Point  w  hich  killed  a  pollworker  in 
that  election,  Delores  Evans,  and  5  chil¬ 
dren,  ages  7  months  to  8  years.  Ms.  Evans 
was  scheduled  to  testily  as  to  the  election 
fraud  she  witnessed,  including  phony  sig¬ 
natures  in  that  election.  The  story  was 
made  public  in  the  Complaint  on  Election 
Fraud  given  to  the  Sunshine  Task  Force  of 
the  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors  on 
January  9,  1999. 

As  we  watch  the  outrageous  attack  on 
the  1986  voter-approved  Proposition  M, 
limiting  the  construction  of  offices  on  an 
annual  basis,  so  as  to  preserve  rental  hous¬ 
ing,  by  Mayor  Willie  Brown  with  his  real 
estate  friends  and  the  computer  industry 
who  claim  their  offices  are  not  offices,  let 
us  remember  that  the  49er  Stadium 
Swindle  was  the  defining  moment  of 
Election-Fraud-May  or- Willie-Brown, 
whose  own  “re-election”  followed  the 
exact  same  election  fraud  pattern  as  that  of 
the  June  3,  1997  illegal  “election.” 

It  is  long  overdue  that  Willie  Brown 
resign  from  office. 

Sincerely,  Lee  Heller 
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177  South  Airport  Blvd. 
South  San  Francisco 


modern  times  bookstore 

see  our  web  site  tor  a  full  calendar 


June  Readings: 

Cleis  Press  20th  Anniversary  Party 
Doug  Dowd’s  Course  on  Economics 
WritersCorps  Reading 
Children’s  Story  Hour 
Kevin  Danaher 
Michelle  Tea 
Julia  Alvarez 
Simon  Ortiz 
Pat  Califia 
...and  more! 


Indie  Press  of  the  Month 
is 

Cleis  Press 


28  years  of  independent  bookselling 


888  Valencia  Street  @  20th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
282-9246  www.mtbs.com 


In  the  fast  paced  world  of  the  Valencia 
restaurant  scene,  it  has  become  increasing¬ 
ly  difficult  for  newcomers  to  establish 
themselves  but  Pintxos  was  a  hit  from  the 
day  it  opened.  This  elegant  but  moderately 
priced  Spanish  cuisine  venue  was  voted 
one  the  ten  best  restaurants  of  1999  by  the 
“Dinning  Out”  section  of  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle.  The  only  thing  that 
perplexes  people  is  how  to  pronounce  the 
name.  It’s  peenchos,  a  Basque  word  mean¬ 
ing  first  courses.  And  with  such  savory 
selections  as  seafood  stuffed  pepper  and 
vegetable  terrine  with  tomato  mint  and 
dill,  your  first  course  won’t  be  your  last. 

Pintxos  is  located  at  557  Valencia  and 
open  weekdays  for  lunch  and  Monday- 
Saturdays. 
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TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-4171 


Quart  Yin  Healing  Arts  Center 
Offering  the  Best  in  Comprehensive  Acupuncture 
Treatment  Programs  Since  1986 


Management  of  HIV  Infection 

Hepatitis 

Women's  Health 

Arthritis 

Asthma 

Smoking,  Substance  Abuse 
Stroke,  Brain  Injury 
Depression  <S  Anxiety 
Adddiction,  Substance  Use 
Therapeutic  Massage 


Private  Insurance.  MediCal.  Medicare 
Worker's  Comp,  Personal  Injury 
455  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA. 
415  861  4964  qyhaegaol .  com 
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Low  Fee 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

New  College  of  California 
COMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

Experienced  Therapist  Interns 
providing  individual,  couples  and 
family  therapy  to  the  community. 

Ill  Valencia  Street 

(415)  437-3456 


Richard  Pitt 


A  discussion  on  the  use  of  Hepatitis  B  vaccine. 


FAR  WEST  RESTORATIONS  &  CONSTR. 


Carpentry  /  Painting 

■  Plumbing  /  Electrical 

■  Masonry  /  Tile 

>  Seismic  Retrofitting 
•  Roof  Repairs  /  Tree  Cutting 


415-661-3724 


JIM  KENNEDY 
Ca.  License  #  751689 


Two  months  ago,  I  wrote  an  article 
discussing  the  use  of  the  Hepatitis  B 
vaccine.  A  mission  resident  wrote  a 
letter  in  the  next  edition  questioning  some 
of  the  quoted  sources  and  conclusions 
mentioned  in  the  article.  The  letter  writer, 
Mr.  Wright,  brought  up  some  good  points 
worth  discussion,  which  are  obviously 
based  on  a  knowledgeable  background  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Wright  suggested  that  some  of  the 
sources  quoted  in  last  month’s  column  had 
a  right  wing  political  agenda  based  on  the 
fact  that  Hepatitis  B  often  affects  some  of 
the  population  with  the  least  affinity  with 
conservative  right  wing  views.  This  is  an 
interesting  point.  On  quoting  any  organi¬ 
zation,  such  as  the  American  Association 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  (AAPS),  I 
would  not  want  to  support  any  right  wing 
political  agenda  which  seeks  to  exploit  the 
challenge  of  Hepatitis  B,  and  if  that  is  their 
agenda,  then  Mr.  Wright  is  commended  for 
making  this  point. 

One  of  the  main  points  of  the  article 
was  to  question  the  policy  of  compulsory 
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vaccination  for  Hepatitis  B  at  birth,  when 
the  greatest  risk  of  the  disease  comes  in 
adolescence  and  adulthood,  mainly 
through  blood  infection.  Part  of  the  ratio¬ 
nale  for  the  policy  was  that  it  is  more  dif¬ 
ficult  to  get  adolescents  to  comply  with 
getting  vaccinated,  justifying  the  current 
policy,  which  was  enacted  in  1991.  But  it 
has  been  shown  that  immunity  from  the 
vaccine  may  last  only  between  5-9  years 
(Stevens  et.  al.,  1992).  So  further  booster 
vaccination  at  time  of  adolescence  is  still 
needed. 

Prior  to  1991,  the  emphasis  was  on 
trying  to  get  high  risk  categories  fully 
immunized  but  this  was  shown  to  be  inef¬ 
fective  in  preventing  infection.  As  Mr. 
Wright  says,  the  benefits  of  a  vaccine  have 
to  be  measured  against  the  risks,  and  this  is 
where  points  of  view  can  differ.  The  high¬ 
est  risk  for  newly  bom  children  is  through 
infection  by  the  mother.  It  therefore  makes 
more  sense  to  vaccinate  children  whose 
mothers  are  hepatitis  antigen  positive.  For 
adolescents  and  adults,  especially  those 
who  are  at  high  risk  of  getting  infection, 
then  the  vaccine  is  a  serious  option  to  con¬ 
sider. 

However,  it  should  be  said  that  vac¬ 
cine  side  effects  in  general  have  been 
greatly  underestimated.  The  fact  is  that 
many  long-term  affects  of  vaccines  are 
never  documented  and  assessed,  and  often 
are  never  even  reported.  The  National 
Childhood  Vaccine  Injury  Act  of  1986  and 
the  Vaccine  Compensation  Amendments 
of  1987,  resulted  in  the  Vaccine  Safety 
Committee  doing  exhaustive  research  into 
vaccine  effect.  Although  they  looked  at 
thousands  of  possible  adverse  reactions  to 
vaccines  they  felt  unable  to  categorically 
“prove”  a  connection  in  many  cases.  They 
wanted  to  prove  their  case  with  compari¬ 
son  to  a  control  group  (unvaccinated)  but 
that  was  not  possible  to  do,  as  there  is 
often  universal  vaccination.  They  then 
decided  to  limit  possible  damage  to  a  spe¬ 
cific  time  period  after  vaccine,  and  defined 
any  information  gained  as  having  to  con¬ 
form  to  current  knowledge  about  the  biol¬ 
ogy  of  the  vaccine.  Therefore,  it  has  to  be 
questioned  how  accurate  the  findings  are. 

The  conclusion  therefore  is  that  reac¬ 
tions  to  vaccines  are  probably  far  greater 
than  is  documented  and  recognized,  and 
this  is  possibly  the  case  in  Hepatitis  B  vac¬ 
cine.  There  have  been  some  documented 
cases  of  auto  immune  reactions  to  the  vac¬ 
cine,  such  as  Guillan-Barre  syndrome. 
Arthritis,  and  central  nervous  system  dis¬ 
eases.  The  National  Vaccine  Information 
Center,  instead  of  being  a  group  of  people 
seeking  financial  gain  from  spurious 
claims  of  vaccine  damage,  are  attempting 
to  clarify  the  real  risks  of  vaccines.  It  has 
to  be  said  that  so  far,  the  discussions  have 
been  much  more  on  the  side  of  vaccine 
benefits,  not  the  risks,  and  for  a  real  objec¬ 
tive  analysis,  farther  research  needs  to  be 
done. 

As  with  all  vaccines,  the  benefits  have 
to  be  measured  against  the  risks.  The 
Hepatitis  B  vaccine  has  shown  to  be  effec¬ 
tive  and  therefore  should  be  given  to  high- 
risk  people.  But  the  routine  vaccination  of 
newborn  children  should  be  reassessed 
taking,  all  these'  issues  into  consideration. 
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Dear  Library  Lady: 

Last  summer  my  teenage  neighbor 
mentioned  going  to  Kid  Power  at  the 
library.  Can  you  tell  me  about  it?  My 
teenage  nephew  will  be  visiting  me  this 
summer  and  I’m  looking  for  things  for  him 
to  do. 

Aunt  San  Francisco 


Dear  Aunt  San  Francisco: 

You  have  asked  the  right  person!  The 
library  has  many  activities  for  children  and 
teens  during  the  summer  and  can  refer  you 
and  your  nephew  to  other  possibilities  as 
well. 

First  of  all,  Kid  Power  is  a  volunteer 
program  where  10-16  year  olds  help  with 
the  Children’s  Summer  Reading  Club. 
Under  the  supervision  of  the  Children’s 
Librarian,  the  volunteers  register  children 
for  the  Summer  Reading  Club,  hand  out 
prizes,  help  set  up  for  special  programs, 
and  do  other  assignments.  Those  wishing 
to  participate  attend  a  training  session, 
return  a  contract  signed  by  the  parent,  and 
register  to  become  Kid  Power  volunteers. 
Afterwards,  they  sign  up  with  the  librarian 
for  times  to  work,  one  or  two  hours  at  a 
time.  Those  who  work  at  least  10  hours 
and  read  for  8  hours  during  the  program 
become  eligible  for  prizes.  Call  your 
Children’s  Librarian  to  sign  up! 

The  Children’s  Summer  Reading  Club 
(June  3  through  August  5)  is  for  children 
through  age  13.  Its  main  purpose  is  to  keep 
children  reading  during  the  summer  and 
discover  everything  the  library  has  to 
offer.  Preschoolers  can  participate  in  the 
Club  by  listening.  Children  earn  prizes  for 
the  amount  of  time  they  spend  reading. 
Also,  remember  to  check  your  library’s 
flyers  for  special  performers. 


Some  of  the  San  Francisco  Public 
Libraries  offer  a  Teen  Summer  Reading 
Club  (June  10  through  July  22)  for  those 
13  years  old  and  up.  Participants  receive  a 
prize  every  time  they  read  3  books  and  do 
3  activities.  The  list  of  activities,  which 
includes  visiting  places  and  artistic  pro¬ 
jects,  is  even  available  in  Spanish!  If  inter¬ 
ested,  call  your  library  to  see  if  they  offer 
this  Club  -  the  Mission  Library  does! 

Your  librarian  can  also  help  keep  your 
nephew  busy  elsewhere.  We  can  refer  him 
to  books  that  might  get  him  started  with  a 
new  project  or  hobby,  refer  him  to  another 
agency  that  has  a  program  or  activity  he 
would  like  to  get  involved  in,  or  use  our 
collection  to  make  up  his  own  San 
Francisco  adventures!  Together  we  can 
make  his  stay  a  good  one! 

Happy  Reading, 

The  Library  Lady 


VACATIONS 

Plan  your  vacation  by  using  the 
library’s  travel  books,  Internet  terminals, 
and  maps.  Before  you  leave,  borrow  some 
of  our  materials  to  enjoy  in  the  sun,  by  the 
beach,  or  on  the  plane.  Books  on  tape  are 
perfect  for  road  trips! 

Staying  close  to  home?  Our  travel 

section  includes  books  focusing  on  San 
Francisco  and  the  greater  Bay  Area.  Some 
are  geared  toward  a  particular  region  or 
activity.  Plan  a  day  trip  to  a  bed  &  yreak- 
fast,  Monterey,  or  hiking  in  the  Marin 
Headlands! 

You  can  send  a  question  directly  to 
Library  Lady,  c/o  The  New  Mission  News, 
3288  2 1ST  Street  #202,  San  Francisco, 
CA  941110,  or  feel  free  to  email  her  at 
Library  lady@sfpl.lib.ca.us 


Selling  or  Buying  a  Home? 

As  your  professional  Realtor,  my  job  is  to  focus  on  your  needs  and  make  the  process 
of  buying  or  selling  a  home  as  efficient  and  stress  free  as  possible.  I  have  community 
resources  and  the  latest  technology  to  help  you  sell  or  find  the  perfect  home.  Call 
me  today  for  your  free  Market  Analysis  or  Home  Buyer's  Guide.  Se  Habla  Espanol 


Ricky  Diaz  Anaya,  Realtor 


Prudential  California  Realty 

677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco,  CA  94127 


415  664-9400  Ext:  228 
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ta^-tia^e  6 pm  to  70.  firi  &  eat 6 pm  to  cSoee? 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  i6ih  &  mi 

Open  2  to  2  •  Seven  Days  a  Week . 864-24  1  5 


A  Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
in  the  Heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  Bohemia 


&  NO 
M  GRILL 


22  JUNE,  2000 


New  Mission  News 


Midnight 


I  will  have 
put  the  food 
away 


1055  Valencia  street 
san  francisco,  ca  94114 
415.647.2272 

www.aquariusrecordsSF.com 

write  to  aqua@sirius.com  to 
receive  our  new  arrivals  list 

worldwide  mail  order  welcome! 


punk  *  rock 
drum  'n'  bass 
pop  *  international 
new  Zealand .  japan 
folk  .country 
krautrock .  metal 
hip-hop. 
noises. 

regular  music. 


getting  the  music  to  the  people 
since  1970 


Midnight,  no  longer  Sunday, 

Now  burning  sage  and  tobacco; 

I  will  play  guitar  to  Dawn. 

In  the  Spring,  I'll  turn  the  soil, 
Feed  the  earth,  plant  seeds,  now 
Time  to  sleep,  dark  silence 

Cars  far  away,  like 
The  outside  is  breathing. 

I  await  Dawn,  hearing  ranchero  music. 


*aquarius  records 


Musetta  Lavezzo  ©  2000 


miles  outside 

follow  this  wall 
into  your  next  world 

there  are  five  tables 
in  that  country 

and  the  thought 
of  injury 

is  the  best  thought 

there  is  a  figure 
on  the  side  of  money 
that  appears  to  be 
jumping-off 

you  can  have 
each  letter  back 


mi/zion 

ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


|  We  are  the  source  of  Carnaval  SF  parade  photos 
(over  3000  photos  every  year!) 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  ti6  print 


min.) 


One  Hour: 

color  film  develop  3x5.  4x6.  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders! 

Instai>t: 

passport  &  immigration  photos 

print  to  print  service  -  enlarge  &  reduce 


Overnight:  * 

black  &  white  proof  sheets 

1-3  days: 

enlargements  to  20"x30" 

2  days: 

slides  S  b/w  develop  &  print 


2859  Mission  Street 
(between  24th  S.  25th) 


(415)  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday _ 


9:30  -  6  30 
10:00  -  6  00 
11  00-5  30 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 

We  Buy  &  Sell  Everything 
for  Home  &  Office 
Old ,  Like  New  &  Antique 


10  a. in.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday 

Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


you  can  follow  me 
in  the  style 
of  a  bullfight 

and  by  the  time 
you  double-cross 
me 


LOCAL 

ARTISTS 


fern 


PAINTINGS 

LAMPS  CITY  ART 
CANDLES  i 

MASKS  VALENCIA  , 

plants  .  . 

OBJECTS  970-9900 
FURNITURE 

PHOTOGRAPHY  LOCAL 
GREETING  CARDS  ART 


Beau  Beausoleil  ©  2000 


the  example 

how  is  that  spoken 
when  the  light  lays  down 

the  city /  its  own  exaggeration 

the  frivolity 
out  of  our  hands 

we  open  the  door  to  see 
a  measure  of  the  cool 

money  becomes 
how  we  are  marked 

shame  is  inessential 
as  we  feed  ourselves 

is  it  this  banging  of  time 
that  works 

the  ruby  cup  of  our  body 
Beau  Beausoleil  ©  2000 


Guitarriesgo 

these 

hands 

thirst  infinite 

.are  clouds  weeping  rain 
shadow  box  star  clenched  nights 
are  the  betrayed  lover  and 
the  lotus  eating  beloved 
are  scarred  sunsets 

become  a  red  world  ruby  gem 
absorbing  pain 
are  sweetly  dripping  topaz 
honeycombs 

exacting  pleasure 


These  hands 
are  dreaming 
the  source 
of  the  river. 

La  huerfana  ©  2000 


Send  poetry  submissions  to  La  Huerfana  at 

New  Mission  News,  3288  21ST  Street  #202, 
SF,  CA  94110. 


Experience  the  real  thing  at  the. Poets 


Stage  during  the  North  Beach  Street  Fair  June 
10  and  11, 2pm,  Poets  will  read  work  from 
Evesdroping  on  the  Muse,  a  new  colec¬ 
tion  from  Luna’s  Press  featuring  artwork  by 
Redo. 


New  Mission  News 


JUNE,  2000  23 


African  popular  and  traditional 
music  has  recently  surfaced  in  the 
form  of  samples  and  remixes  in 
electronic  music.  Vocals,  drums  and  per¬ 
cussion  from  African  source  material  can 
be  readily  heard  in  discotheques  through¬ 
out  the  world.  In  particular,  DJs  and  mix- 
masters  in  Paris  have  been  on  the  cutting 
edge  of  creating  these  new  dance  hybrids, 
and  San  Francisco  based  Six  Degrees 
Records  will  release  a  collection  June  20 
called  Frikyiwa  (a  term  for  Malian  percus¬ 
sion  music). 

French  producer  Frederic  Galliano 
culled  the  Malian  archives  of  the  African 
record  label.  Cobalt,  and  chose  DJs  from 
around  the  globe  to  remix  songs.  The  col¬ 
lection  starts  with  a  remix  by  Scotland’s 
Aqua  Bassino  of  singer  Nahawa  Doumbia, 
whose  sharp,  nasal  toned  vocals  are  mixed 
with  a  steady  beat,  sparse  atmospheric 
keyboards  and  retentions  from  the  original 
song,  such  as  the  traditional  21  stringed 
kora  and  the  balafon  (a  wooden  xylo¬ 
phone).  Another  cut  of  hers  is  given  a 
high-energy  soul  infusion  that  bums  up  the 
dance  floor.  Japan’s  Chari  Chari  adds  a 
funky  drummer  to  Lobi  Traore’s  deep 
Malian  groove,  complementing  the 
African  guitar  lines  with  heavy  percussion 
creating  an  upbeat  Afro-Beat  stomper. 

Neba  Solo  are  a  traditional  group  that 
play  the  wooden  balafon  weaving  tradi¬ 
tional  melodies  and  rhythms  with  vocals; 
Jeff  Shard  adds  the  drum  beat  and  some 
percussion  dub  treatment,  transforming  the 
song  into  a  rave-friendly  treat.  An  almost 
scary  modem  reggae  and  dub  treatment  is 
given  to  Djigui  by  France’s  Natty  Bass 
Sound  System.  Ibrahim  Dicko’s  deeply 
folkloric  cut  about  AIDS,  Sida,  is  at  once 
the  most  traditional  and  the  most  folkloric. 
As  suggested  in  the  promotional  material 
this  is  reminiscent  of  the  project  My  Life 
in  the  Bush  of  Ghosts  by  David 
By  me/Brian  Eno  -  only  this  is  more  real¬ 
ized. 

Although  there  are  electronic  ele¬ 
ments  in  this  music,  they  sound  natural  as 
they  blend  into  the  acoustic  instrumenta¬ 
tion  in  a  seamless  synthesis  of  the  modem 
and  folkloric.  The  songs  stretch  out  to 


eight  minutes  or  more,  allowing  for  inter¬ 
esting  shifts  and  breaks  and  giving  the  lis¬ 
tener  more  time  to  sing  in,  or  dance.  After 
years  of  listening  to  lame  remixes  of 
African  music  by  producers  who  have  no 
understanding  of  the  music  or  sensitivity 
for  the  artist,  I  must  stand  up  and  applaud 
Fikyiwa’s  effort 

African  popular  music  has  had  its 
moments  in  the  American  cultural  land¬ 
scape,  but  they  have  been  few  and  far 
betweea  Hugh  Masekela  had  a  crossover 
hit  with  Grazin’  in  the  Grass  in  the  60s,  but 
that  was  more  of  a  “jazz”  cut  Manu 
Dibango’s  Soul  Makossa  was  a  massive 
crossover  hit  in  the  seventies;  he  even  per¬ 
formed  in  Yankee  Stadium  in  New  York 
City  with  the  Fania  All-Stars.  Fela  Kuti 
has  long  been  mandatory  in  any  DJ’s 
record  box,  but  the  long  cuts  and  contro¬ 
versial  vocals  limited  his  pop  potential. 

In  the  eighties  and  nineties  Afro-Pop 
stars  Youssou  N’Dour,  Papa  Wemba,  and 
Angelique  Kidjo  enjoyed  some  popular 
success,  but  by  then  such  music  was  con¬ 
fined  to  the  “world  music”  ghetto.  Now,  as 
our  world  is  seemingly  getting  smaller 
every  day  and  information  travels  instanta¬ 
neously.  borders  are  blurring  cultures  and 
bleeding  into  one  another.  Often  this  leads 
to  conflict  and  chaos  but  at  least  I  can 
point  to  a  successful  and  accessible  world 
fusion  in  Frikyiwa  and  say;  ‘  there  is 
hope.' 

********************************** 
Round  World  Productions  presents  @  the 
Elbo  Room 

June  3 

Mazacote,  classic  Salsa  $6. 

June  8 

Jesus  Diaz  &  QBA,  Cuban  Salsa  $6. 

June  15 

Los  Compas,  Salsa,  Cumbia,  & 

Merengue,  $5. 

June  22 

Mazacote,  classic  Salsa,  $5. 

June  29 

Charanzon,  Salsa/Charanga,  $5. 

Doors  open  at  10pm.  As  always,  DJ 
BabaLoup  spins  for  your  dancing  plea¬ 
sure.  Elbo  Room,  647  Valencia  @  17th 


serving 


PUERTO  ALEGRE 
RESTAURANT  NO.  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 
BEST  MARGARITAS 
IN  THE  BAY  AREA 
546  VALENCIA  255-8201 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 


.  S 


^Sta»e  of  Celilorni^^ 

LICENSED 


SMQ^r 

CH^CK 


INSPECTION  1 
YrEPAIR  STATO^y 


.  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  4  from  BART,  Downtown  4  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  "Do-it-Yourself 
Membership  Available  ♦  Men  4  Women  Mechanics 

•  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Ch  erheatmg 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rew  mng/Shorl  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Check  Engine  Light  •  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability 
Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

since  1978 

(415)285-8588. 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  94110 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  &  BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  &  ATM  ACCEPTED 


OFFICIAL 

CROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($42.w  VALUE) 
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New  Mission  News 


Featuring  Ja‘Valencia  blend  coffee,  sandwiches 
&  a  great  selection  of  sweet  things 

Conning  soon  —  Fresh  squeezed  juices  &  smoothies, 

Internet  access,  Art  shows,  Poetry  readings 

Open  7am  to  9pm,  7  days  a  week,  365  days  a  year! 

920  Valencia  @  20th  •  550-0444 


Experience  the 
Difference! 


Grand  Opening! 


"$:ur  Traditional  Mexican  Food 
is  the  J&eet  in  the  JSa</  ^rea” 


>  -  v  'A 


1  7th  &  Valencia 

Open  daily  10am  to  10pm 


3071  16th  Street 

Open  daily  10am  to  12am 


a  C©tncrf 


